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E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y  

This project was funded by direct financial contribution from the Wagga 
Wagga community. 

The purpose of the Strategic Directions and Implementation Plan is to 
investigate the potential development of a trail link between Wagga Wagga 
and Ladysmith, and in particular, the identification of the strategic 
directions required to guide the planning, design, construction and 
management of the trail. 

It was made clear from the outset that the project would not consider the 
potential for a rail trail to be extended beyond Ladysmith. 

Section 2 of this report provides a brief overview of the: 

Wagga Wagga community’s demographic trends, 
community health profile and participation in sport and 
physical activity; 

policy and planning framework relevant to planning of a 
recreational trail within the City; 

character of the rail corridor between Wagga Wagga and 
Ladysmith; and  

the possible trail users and likely needs for trail planning 
and design consideration. 

An extensive consultation program was undertaken during June 2017 and 
Section 3 outlines the issues and opportunities that were identified, and 
how to manage the issues. 

Section 4 sets out a vision for the trail: 

The Wagga Wagga Recreation Trail will be planned, developed and 
managed as an active travel route for the City that will provide a range of 
social, health, transport, environment and economic benefits for the 
community.  

Four guiding principles based around sustainability, quality experience, 
capacity to manage and multiple benefits are presented.  There are also 



 

 

four broad positions that underpin the future directions for the Wagga 
Wagga to Ladysmith Trail: 

More than one way 

Trails that connect to somewhere 

Attractive to many users 

It takes time to deliver 

Section 5 of the report provides a more detailed assessment of the trail 
route by identifying route options, assessing the advantages and 
disadvantages of the various options and then recommending the preferred 
route.  Map 1 shows the overall recommended route for the trail.   

Section 5 also sets out trail development guidelines covering: 

hubs and facilities;	

trail width;	

trail surface;	

underpasses;	

trailhead signs and interpretation;	

safety signs and mechanisms;	

stock and farm vehicle crossing points;	

fencing;	

erosion control; and	

restoring/replacing rail bridges.	
Section 6 outlines the Implementation Plan: 

the process for gaining legislative approval; 

the process for planning, design and construction approval;	

responsibility for trail management; 	
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the recommended development stages: 	

Stage 1 - Approval and Funding, that being:	

Stage 2 – Wagga Wagga to Forest Hill Trail including 
a short trail from Ladysmith to the first historic railway 
bridge	

Stage 3 – Forest Hill to Ladysmith Trail 	

indicative cost estimates; and	

the Action Plan.  

A summary of the indicative costs are shown in Table 1. 

Stage Works Order of 
Cost 
Estimate 
for 
Works 

Order of Cost 
for 
preliminaries, 
earthworks 
and 
contingency 
allowances 

Total 
Order of 
Costs  

Stage 
1 

Approval and 
Funding tasks 
(as listed in 
Attachment 3) 

$150,000 - $150,000 

Stage 
2 

Wagga Wagga to 
Forest Hill Trail 
including a short 
trail from 
Ladysmith to the 
first historic 
railway bridge 

$4,934,280 
 

$1,578,968 $6,513,248 

Stage 
3 

Forest Hill to 
Ladysmith tasks 
(as listed in 
Attachment 3) 

$2,490,840 
 

797,068 3,287,908 

Total  $7,575,120  
 

$2,376,036 $9,951,156  
 

 
Table 1 Summary of Cost Estimates 

  



 

 

 

The report makes 16 key recommendations for the implementation of the 
trail.   

These recommendations are: 

1. Present the Strategic Directions and Implementation Plan to key 
stakeholders for review and support. 

2. Endorse, in principle, the adoption of the Strategic Directions and 
Implementation Plan and the recommended lead role to be taken 
by the Council. 

3. Seek the approval of the NSW Parliament to introduce and 
approve a Transport Administration Amendment (Closure of 
Railway Line Between Wagga Wagga and Ladysmith) Bill. 

4. Proceed with the administrative processes to allow the capacity for 
the development of a trail within sections of the rail corridor. 

5. Appoint a Project Co-ordinator and Committee of Council with 
involvement of representatives from stakeholder agencies, groups 
and community. 

6. Undertake the: 

• economic analysis 

• on ground assessments 

• concept design development and detailed design of 
infrastructure 

• detailed cost estimates for all trail works and infrastructure 

• development of a Works Plan that includes a Trail Policy, a 
Trail Management Plan, an Emergency Response Plan 
and a Trail Maintenance Plan 

7. Seek funding support for the implementation of the Works Plan 
which will require proposals for funding support from the Federal 
and State Government along with in-kind support, Wagga Wagga 
City Council forward budget, grants, donations, partnership 
agreements etc. 



 

 

8. Consider the merits of promoting the trail as a recreation trail 
rather than a rail trail 

9. Seek necessary planning and development approval for the 
construction of Stage 2 Wagga Wagga to Forest Hill Trail 

10. Commence and complete implementation processes and works for 
Wagga Wagga to Forest Hill section of the trail 

11. Monitor and evaluate community use and satisfaction with the 
completion of the Wagga Wagga to Forest Hill Trail and proposed 
short recreation trail from Ladysmith 

12. Seek funding support for the completion of Stage 3 Forest Hill to 
Ladysmith section of the trail 

13. Seek necessary planning and development approval for the 
construction of Forest Hill to Ladysmith section of the trail 

14. Commence implementation processes and works for Forest Hill to 
Ladysmith section of the trail 

15. Monitor and evaluate community use and satisfaction with the 
completion of the Forest Hill to Ladysmith section of the trail 

16. Ongoing management and maintenance of the trail consistent with 
the Works Plan 

 

 

 

 



 

 

S E C T I O N  1   
I N T R O D U C T I O N 	

1 . 1   B A C K G R O U N D  

A railway line from Tumbarumba to Wagga Wagga and was opened in 

1921 and provided freight and passenger services to all towns along the 

route.  The alignment of the railway corridor was influenced by the interests 

of landowners who recognised the benefit of having access to loading 

points on their property.  However, the use of the railway infrastructure was 

directly affected by the development of new roads and introduction of 

efficient truck freight services and in time and the railway was closed – 

continuing in operation to Tumbarumba until 1974 and to Ladysmith until 

1987, when the railway line was closed altogether. 

Since then, there has been interest in use of the rail corridor including the 

potential to develop a rail trail for recreational use.   

Rail trails are shared-use paths that make use of dis-used railway 

corridors. Rail trails are usually managed by Local Councils for the 

enjoyment of the public and can be used for a range of recreational 

purposes including walking, jogging, cycling and horse riding. 

In 2006, the Riverina Regional Development Board engaged consultants to 

prepare a concept proposal and feasibility study for a Wagga Wagga to 

Tumbarumba Rail Trail1.  The consultants recommended that “the railway 

corridor be subject to rail trail conversions, subject to, a number of 

conditions being met” and being implemented as a staged process.  They 

estimated the cost as being close to $5M plus GST.  The report 

recommended staged development with a section from Wagga Wagga to 

Forest Hill being of highest priority. 

The report recommended that the Riverina Highlands Trails Committee 

continue to take a lead role in working with relevant State Government 

agencies and Local Councils to implement the development of the rail trail.  

Many of the landowners with land adjoining the rail corridor raised issues 

and concerns with the proposal, and the project failed to gain support for 

implementation. 

                                                
1

 Transplan Pty Ltd and Mike Halliburton Associates 2006. Riverina Highlands Rail Trails Feasibility Study 

Riverina Regional Development Board. 
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There was strong community interest to develop the rail trail between 

Wagga Wagga and Ladysmith. This support led to the formation of Wagga 

Rail Trail Inc.  The Wagga Rail Trail Inc. expressed a vision that: 

“The proposed Wagga Rail Trail will be developed as a 

shared, off road recreation trail connecting the centre of 

Wagga with the outlying rural village of Ladysmith. The 

21km trail will be developed as a high quality sealed 

multipurpose, all weather trail that is safe, free to use and 

accessible by everyone.”2   

It was envisaged that the trail would largely be developed along the 

disused Wagga to Tumbarumba rail corridor, linking the CBD with 

residential areas, sporting facilities, airport and RAAF Base to the east of 

the City.  The trail was expected to attract use for walking, running, cycling 

and commuters while providing access to community facilities. 

Wagga Rail Trail Inc. has been active in raising awareness of the benefits 

of the rail trail within the community including presentations to key decision 

making groups within the city.  A number of bodies indicated support for 

the concept including Committee4Wagga, Riverina Regional Tourism, 

Wagga Business Chamber, RAAF Base Wagga, Regional Development 

Australia – Riverina, NSW Industry and Investment, Bicycle Wagga Wagga 

and the Wagga Wagga City Council.   

In 2016, the City of Wagga Wagga prepared an Active Travel Plan as part 

of its Integrated Transport Strategy.  A link from Wagga Wagga to Forest 

Hill was identified as one of the preferred alignments for the cycleway 

network in the City. 

The rail trail was an important issue in the September 2016 elections for 

the Wagga Wagga City Council with candidates given the opportunity to 

express their position on the proposed rail trail. 

In June 2017, the NSW Government passed enabling legislation to allow 

the disused Tumbarumba to Rosewood railway line to remain as State 

owned land and be utilised for alternative uses by local communities.   

Consultants Inspiring Place were engaged by Wagga Rail Trail Inc. in 2017 

to prepare a Strategic Directions and Implementation Plan for the proposed 

rail trail between Wagga Wagga and Ladysmith.  The primary reason for 

the project was to ensure the trail was safe and a quality experience for 

                                                
2

 waggarailtrail.com.au 
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users whilst respecting the needs and views of the wider community. The 

Wagga Rail Trail Inc. asked the consultant team to consider possible 

options for achieving a trail link, including options that lay outside of the rail 

corridor. 

Following initial site visits and consultations, Inspiring Place presented the 
view that the trail was primarily a recreational trail and not necessarily a 
trail that would be defined or confined to the railway corridor.  Accordingly, 
this report refers to the proposed trail as being shared use and recreational 
rather than use the terminology of a rail trail. 

1 . 2   P U R P O S E  O F  T H E  P R O J E C T  

The purpose of the project was to investigate the potential development of 

a trail link between Wagga Wagga and Ladysmith, in particular, the 

identification of the strategic directions required to guide the planning, 

design, construction and management of the trail. 

It was made clear from the outset that the project would not consider the 

potential for a rail trail to be extended beyond Ladysmith. 

1 . 3   T A S K S  U N D E R T A K E N  

The project has involved the following: 

review of relevant background reports, information and 

policy documents; 

initial briefing and site visit with Wagga Rail Trail Inc.; 

initial meetings with Wagga Wagga City Council staff; 

extensive consultations with a range of key stakeholders 

and community groups including meetings with some 

individual landowners adjoining the rail corridor, NSW 

Farmers, government agencies, community interest groups 

and the wider Wagga Wagga community; 

extensive site investigations along the rail corridor and at 

alternative locations where recreation trail links might be 

possible; 

strategic assessment of the potential trail market, key 

issues, possible opportunities and alignment options; 
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review of planning, design, development and management 

aspects of a future trail link;  

preparation of the Strategic Directions and Implementation 

Plan; and 

presentation of the key findings and recommendations from 

the Strategic Directions and Implementation Plan to the 

Wagga Wagga community. 

The consultants recognised that the rail corridor is currently not legally 

accessible to the public and that there was a level of concern from some 

adjoining landowners about future public access.  Consequently, the 

consultants were not able to walk and inspect the full extent of the rail 

corridor for the purposes of preparing the Strategic Directions Report.  The 

detail of the recommended trail route will need to be further reviewed 

during the detailed preparation of a Works Plan. 

1 . 4   A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T  

This report was funded by direct financial contribution from the Wagga 

Wagga community, demonstrating strong community support for the 

Wagga Rail Trail proposal. 

The consultants wish to acknowledge the support of the Wagga Rail Trail 

Inc. in assisting with the community consultation, undertaking fieldwork 

investigations and management of the project.  This included establishing 

support partnerships with REX Airlines, Best Western Charles Sturt Suites 

and Apartments and the Centralpoint Motel to assist with the project. 

 

 

 



 

 

S E C T I O N  2   
C O N T E X T  

The following is a brief overview of the: 

Wagga Wagga community’s demographic trends, 

community health profile and participation in sport and 

physical activity; 

policy and planning framework relevant to planning of a 

recreational trail within the City; 

character of the rail corridor between Wagga Wagga and 

Ladysmith; and  

the possible trail users and likely needs for trail planning 

and design consideration. 

2 . 1   C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E  

2.1.1  Demographics 

The estimated residential population of Wagga Wagga City is 64,272 as at 

the 30
th
 June 2016, an increase of 2491 persons (4%) since 2011 and 

5754 persons (9.8%) in the last decade. 

The forecast for population indicates an increase in population by 23.53% 

by 2036 to 77,966 people3.  

Table 2.1 shows the age group profile for the City in comparison with 

Regional NSW (2011 and 2016).  It indicates that the City has maintained a 

higher proportion of younger age people in its population across age 

groups up to 39 years compared to Regional NSW.  These age groups 

span primary schoolers, secondary schoolers and those undertaking 

tertiary education or work experience – typically attracting a higher level of 

participation in sporting and recreation activities.  It also includes young 

families where there is likely to be higher participation in sport and physical 

activity. 

                                                
3 City of Wagga Wagga Spatial Plan 2013-2043, page 18 
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Beyond this age group, the City has a lower proportion in all age groups 

compared to Regional NSW.  Whilst past perceptions may have been that 

participation in sport and recreation rapidly declines with age, the ‘baby 

boomers’ have largely altered this pattern with active participation 

extending into the 60’s and 70’s age groups.  These age groups are often 

referred to as being the empty nesters and retirees. 

 

Wagga Wagga City - 
Total persons (Usual 
residence) 

2016 2011 Change 

Five year age groups 
(years) Number % 

Region
al NSW 

% Number % 

Region
al NSW 

% 
2011 to 

2016 

0 to 4 4,206 6.7 5.8 4,394 7.4 6.3 -188 

5 to 9 4,412 7.1 6.4 4,066 6.8 6.3 +346 

10 to 14 4,075 6.5 6.1 4,117 6.9 6.7 -42 

15 to 19 4,347 7.0 6.0 4,675 7.9 6.6 -328 

20 to 24 4,960 8.0 5.6 5,148 8.7 5.6 -188 

25 to 29 4,445 7.1 5.5 4,061 6.8 5.2 +384 

30 to 34 4,168 6.7 5.5 3,618 6.1 5.2 +550 

35 to 39 3,728 6.0 5.4 3,736 6.3 6.1 -8 

40 to 44 3,809 6.1 6.1 3,746 6.3 6.5 +63 

45 to 49 3,810 6.1 6.4 3,722 6.3 6.9 +88 

50 to 54 3,741 6.0 6.8 3,822 6.4 7.2 -81 

55 to 59 3,792 6.1 7.1 3,514 5.9 6.7 +278 

60 to 64 3,422 5.5 6.7 2,977 5.0 6.5 +445 

65 to 69 2,916 4.7 6.4 2,240 3.8 5.4 +676 

70 to 74 2,209 3.5 5.0 1,841 3.1 4.3 +368 

75 to 79 1,729 2.8 3.7 1,473 2.5 3.4 +256 

80 to 84 1,244 2.0 2.6 1,175 2.0 2.7 +69 

85 and over 1,372 2.2 2.7 1,138 1.9 2.3 +234 

Total population 62,385 100.0 100.0 59,463 100.0 100.0 +2,922 
 
Table 2.1  Age structure - Five year age groups, City of Wagga Wagga 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing 2011 and 2016 

(Compiled and presented by id) 
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2.1.2  Community Health Profile 

The Heart Foundation released health profile figures in 2014 that point to 

critical health issues in the Riverina region4.  The figures showed the rates 

of cardiovascular disease (CVD), and the prevalence of high cholesterol, 

hypertension, obesity, physical inactivity and smoking across Australia. 

The report indicated that 

regional Australians are more than 30 per cent more likely 

to have cardiovascular disease, than those living in 

metropolitan areas; 

the Riverina region has the second highest rate of physical 

inactivity in Australia at 81.2 per cent, which is nearly 30 per 

cent higher than the national population average; 

the region has the 14th highest rate of high cholesterol in 

Australia and the 17th highest rate of CVD incidence; 

it is the sixth most obese region of Australia, with more than 

38 per cent of adults living in the area considered 

overweight; and 

a high prevalence of high cholesterol in the region, with 

almost 43 per cent of people suffering as compared to the 

national average of almost 33 per cent. 

Preventing chronic health problems requires a healthy lifestyle.  

Recreational trails are widely recognised as being an important part of the 

overall community infrastructure that encourages greater physical activity. 

The potential health and wellbeing benefits of trails include: 

people who use trails may experience improved fitness, 

health and wellbeing; 

it is a low-cost choice for many people to access and use 

trails; 

trails are accessible to a diverse cross-section of age 

groups within the community including children and people 

with mobility difficulties or disabilities;  

                                                
4

 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-08-14/riverina-hearts/5669686 
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the opportunities to undertake a range of informal 

recreational activities, in a safe environment, individually, or 

in a group; and 

with increasing attention given to obesity and the need to 

increase rates of physical activity, community planners are 

beginning to recognise the need for safe and accessible 

environments, such as trails that encourage physical activity 

and help to improve the health and fitness of local 

communities5.  

2.1.3  Sport and Recreation Participation 

The Ausplay April 2017 Survey found that 69% of NSW adults participated 

in sport or physical activity at least twice a week, 59% at least three times a 

week and 48% at least four times a week.  The survey found that children’s 

participation in organised sport or physical activity outside of school hours 

(including games, training and practice) ranged from 55% at least once a 

week to 20% at least three times a week.  These participation levels were 

all in line with the National survey findings. 

Walking received the highest participation rate for adults in NSW in sport 

and physical activity (43%) and cycling was ranked fifth highest (10%).  

These figures are consistent with the participation rates for NSW compiled 

by the Australian Bureau of Statistics for the Committee of Australian Sport 

and Recreation Officials (CASRO) Research Group6.  

Research by the Australian Sports Commission and CSIRO7 identified a 

range of barriers to club participation including that Australians: 

are increasingly time poor, have limited budgets and are 

being inundated by new forms of entertainment; 

have new preferences for greater flexibility, more tailored 

products and sport that works around peoples’ busy 

lifestyles; 

                                                
5

 Gebel, K, King, L, Bauman, A, Vita, P, Gill, T, Rigby, A and Capon, A (2005) Creating Healthy Environments: a 
review of links between the physical environment, physical activity and obesity, NSW Health Department and 

NSW Centre for Overweight and Obesity.  

6
 Australian Sports Commission Participation in Sport and Physical Recreation, Australia (2011-12 New south 

wales) 

7
 Market Segmentation for Sport Participation (Adults aged 14-65 years) and Market Segmentation for Sport 

Participation – Children (aged 5-13 years old). 
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are increasingly favouring more flexible, non-organised 

forms of physical activity, such as running with headphones 

on and new adventure sports; 

are developing new tastes/interest as the population 

becomes more culturally diverse; and 

adolescents are self-conscious and embarrassed by their 

lack of sporting ability. 

Governments and Local Councils throughout Australia are committed to 

increasing participation in sport and active recreation to address rising 

obesity rates and reduce healthcare costs to cardiovascular and other 

lifestyle related diseases. 

Wagga Wagga City Council has had a stated policy of developing sporting 

facilities for organised team sport but the community consider there has 

been limited development of passive recreation facilities like recreation 

trails. 

2 . 2   P O L I C Y  A N D  P L A N N I N G  F R A M E W O R K  

A review of policy and planning helps provide context to the project.  A 

summary of the relevant policy and planning documents follows. 

2.2.1  Legislative Framework 

Section 99A of the Transport Administration Act 1988 provides that a rail 

infrastructure owner may close a railway line outside of the greater 

metropolitan region only after it is authorized by an Act of Parliament. 

In 2015, the State Government provide a grant of $4.8 million from the 

Restart NSW – Regional Tourism Infrastructure Fund to commence the 

Tumbarumba to Rosewood Rail Trail.  

The purpose of the Transport Administration Amendment (Closure of 
Railway Line Between Rosewood and Tumbarumba) Bill 2017 Bill was to 

close the non-operational railway line between Rosewood and 

Tumbarumba and to allow progress of the development of a rail trail along 

the corridor.  The Government identified this project as an innovative model 

that allows public access to the former rail corridor whilst maintaining public 

ownership. 
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The Bill was passed by the NSW Parliament in June 2017.  It is expected 

that the Tumbarumba to Rosewood rail corridor will be declared a crown 

reserve with the Snowy Valleys Council appointed to oversee development 

of the trail.  

This bill provides a precedent for closure of the rail line between Wagga 

Wagga and Ladysmith so that it might be used as a rail trail. 

2.2.2  Roads and Traffic Authority 2005 NSW Bicycle Guidelines 

These guidelines provide details and standards to assist planning for 

bicycle infrastructure and facilities (on-road and off-road) in NSW including 

planning and engineering concepts, facilities, surface treatments, signage, 

maintenance and bicycle parking. 

2.2.3  City of Wagga Wagga Community Strategic Plan 2040 

The Strategic Plan reflects the community’s views for the future of the City 

and has the potential to influence the long-term policies, strategies, plans 

and delivery programs for the community.  It presents the vision for the City 

as: 

In 2040 Wagga Wagga will be a thriving, innovative, 

connected and inclusive community on the Murrumbidgee.  

Rich in opportunity, choice, learning and environment, 

Wagga is a place where paths cross and people meet. 

One of the actions under the Strategic Directive of a Safe and Healthy 

Community is to encourage people to use active transport.  One of the 

actions under the Strategic Directive of Growing Economy is to provide 

active transport options including end of journey facilities. 

2.2.4  City of Wagga Wagga Integrated Transport Strategy – Active 
          Travel Plan 2016 

The Active Travel Plan is part of the overall vision and strategic transport 

framework developed within the Wagga Wagga Integrated Transport 

Strategy.  It recognizes that fostering healthy and active transport options 

such as cycling and walking can significantly improve the health and 

wellbeing of the community.  

The Active Travel Plan: 

promotes cycling as a viable and safe mode of transport for 

Wagga Wagga; 
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proposes a rationalised network of safe and quality cycling 

routes and end-of-trip facilities; 

considers and addresses cycling needs as part of the 

overall integrated transport vision for the City; and 

puts forward nationally consistent and best practice facility 

design considerations. 

The Active Travel Plan reviewed the Wagga Wagga Bicycle Plan 2011 and 
recommended that 45km of cycleways (existing and proposed) as the 

preferred alignments for the cycleway network.  Two of the five priority 

cycleways were the South Link from the city centre to Lake Albert and the 

Forest Hill Link which provided a connection from the South Link to Forest 

Hill.   

2.2.5  City of Wagga Wagga Spatial Plan 2013-2043 

The purpose of the Wagga Wagga Spatial Plan was to provide strategic 

indicators for the management of urban growth and change in development 

of Wagga Wagga over the next 30 years.  

The Plan documents the pressures for growth and identifies current and 

future opportunities for sustainable growth across the Local Government 

Area. 

One of the key initiatives was to use sports, recreation, arts and leisure as 

ways of staying connected within the City.  It set the objective of facilitating 

an environment that provides shared access to public spaces and 

promotes healthy activities. 

2.2.6  Wagga Wagga Bicycle Plan 2011 

The Wagga Wagga Bike Plan 2011 provides a Council policy for a 

sustainable environment and better integrated transport system.  The 

vision for cycling in Wagga Wagga Local Government Area in the Strategy 

is:  

“To create an environment where cycling is an easy, 

enjoyable and convenient way to get about, where there are 

no barriers, and everyone has the confidence and desire to 

simply ‘pick up a bike and go’ whenever they feel like it”.  

It indicated that as Wagga Wagga develops and new suburbs emerge, it 

will be important that these areas are linked to the existing bicycle network.  



12        Wagga Wagga to Ladysmith Trail : Strategic Directions and Implementation Plan 

 

 

2.2.7  Wagga Wagga Airport Master Plan 2010 

The Wagga Wagga Airport Master Plan 20108 was commissioned by the 

Wagga Wagga City Council to prepare a plan setting out the required 

infrastructure to support the long-term growth and development of the area 

surrounding the existing airport over the period 2030 and beyond.   

The Plan established the strategic vision for Wagga Wagga to be ‘a world-

class aviation education and training city’ and for its Airport to be ‘A Centre 

of National Aviation Significance’.  The report refers to the necessary 

capacity for the runway system to accommodate the potential aircraft types 

and operational activity in the future.  Various options were assessed, with 

the recommendation for a new runway extending to the northeast of the 

current airport.  A proposed Stage 3 development envisaged an extension 

of the runway beyond the existing airport boundary and existing railway 

corridor. 

The longer-term vision was for a southern ring road around the airport that 

would cross the Sturt Highway and possibly connect with Olympic 

Highway. 

2.2.8  Proposals for a High Speed Rail Service 

There have been a number of proposals in recent years put forward for 

faster rail connections between capital cities and surrounding regional 

areas of Australia.   

The 2017–18 Federal budget includes a commitment to investigate 

improvements to the rail connections between the cities and surrounding 

regional areas through $20 million in funding to support the development of 

business cases. 

A high speed rail passenger network connecting Melbourne to Brisbane 

through Sydney, Canberra and other regional centres along the east coast 

have been investigated. The High Speed Rail Study Phase 2 Report9 

indicated the potential for a rail station at Wagga Wagga located to the 

south of the airport.  The proposed high speed rail route would traverse the 

Sturt Highway to the east of the airport.  In doing so, it would also cross the 

existing rail corridor to the east of the airport. 

  

                                                
8

 Rehbein AOS Airport Consulting 

9
 AECOM et al, 2010, High Speed Rail Study Phase 2 Report prepared for the Commonwealth Government 

Department of Infrastructure and Transport 
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2 . 3   W A G G A  W A G G A  T O  L A D Y S M I T H  R A I L  C O R R I D O R  

2.3.1  Location 

Map 2.1 shows the location of the rail corridor between Wagga Wagga and 
Ladysmith.   

The corridor extends from the Wagga Wagga rail station on the existing 
Southern Railway line until it branches near the crossing with Lake Albert 
Road.  The Southern Railway line continues to be utilised for railway 
operations whereas the railway corridor branch to Ladysmith ceased 
railway use several decades ago. 

From Lake Albert Road, the rail corridor continues either side of Kooringal 
Road through farmland and rural residential properties to reach Elizabeth 
Avenue at Forest Hill.  At this point, the rail corridor was subsumed by the 
development of the RAAF base and the Wagga Wagga airport.  The rail 
corridor picks up again on the eastern side of the airport to reach a point 
close to the Sturt Highway before turning southwards to reach Ladysmith.   

The original railway station at Ladysmith has been restored and managed 
by the Tumba Rail Group.  The Group reopened a section of the Wagga to 
Tumbarumba railway as a tourist attraction using rail trikes.  The escalation 
of public liability insurance premiums in the last decade has limited the 
capacity of the Group to further develop the attraction. 

In many places the railway formation was constructed on an elevated 
embankment to reduce the risk of damage by floods.  Some sections of the 
railway corridor have been fenced – especially when located at the 
boundary of a landowner property, but otherwise large sections remain 
unfenced (especially where the rail corridor separates a landowner 
property).  The original railway line remains but timber bridges spanning 
watercourses and low lying land have deteriorated and collapsed over 
time.  In some locations, trees have self seeded and grown along and in 
the railway lines. 

2.3.2  Ownership 

The rail corridor is not Crown land under the Crown Lands Act 1989 but is 
land owned by the NSW State Government.  The rail corridor is managed 
by NSW Rail Transport.  The stewardship responsibility for NSW Rail 
Transport is contracted to John Holland Country Rail Network, who are the 
only accredited private rail transport operator of a government owned 



RAIL CORRIDOR
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 heavy rail network in NSW performing all core operations and 

maintenance.  The property management services include: 

developing and maintaining a property register; 

maintaining land and buildings; 

managing commercial agreements and tenancies for leased 

property; 

reviewing leases and preparing local maintenance and 

supply contracts; 

sales and acquisitions; and 

management of property-related heritage issues and land 

contamination issues. 

Use of the railway corridor for alternative purposes other than rail, requires 

legislation to be enacted by the NSW Government.  In July 2017, the NSW 

Government passed legislation to close the non-operational railway line 

between Rosewood and Tumbarumba to allow use as a rail trail.  The 

legislation is specific to Rosewood and Tumbarumba rail corridor, and new 

legislation will be required to allow the Wagga Wagga to Ladysmith Rail 

Trail or other rail trails in NSW to proceed. 

The approval of the legislation leads to a process that involves: 

converting the land from being State owned to Crown Land; 

instigating various administrative processes; 

establishing an inventory of the condition of the corridor, 

infrastructure, easements/titles and an assessment of 

contamination and any other issues; and 

resolution of any issues before transfer of the land including 

negotiations about management responsibilities for the 

railway corridor.  

Initial discussions with NSW Department of Industry, Lands and Forestry 

(Crown Land Services) indicates this process is lengthy and that the 

Rosewood and Tumbarumba provides a useful pilot for clarifying how the 

approval processes can be met.  
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2 . 4   P O S S I B L E  R E C R E A T I O N  T R A I L  U S E R S  

A range of user groups were identified as being possible users of a 

recreational trail between Wagga Wagga and Ladysmith.  The needs of 

these user groups were identified and discussed at the community forum 

held in Wagga Wagga. 

The user groups identified as potentially using the recreation trail or 

segments of the trail are: 

recreational walkers; 

runners/joggers; 

casual/leisure bike riders; 

recreational bike riders; 

active bike riders; 

commuter bike riders; 

mountain bike riders; 

school children; 

people with disabilities; 

dog walkers; 

rollerbladers/skaters; 

visitors; and 

trail based events. 

Attachment 1 outlines their likely use of the recreation trail and trail needs.   

For instance, the recreational walkers would attract the highest level of 

participation across all age groups and gender.  High use levels of the 

recreational trail are expected within the urban areas including locations 

close to work places and residences.  Their likely recreational trail needs 

are: 

comfortable and relatively level trail surface (can be a mix of 

trail surfaces) that is accessible in all weather; 
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ideally >2m width to allow shared use and passing; 

safe road crossing points;  

location away from and buffer from traffic noises (where 

possible); 

opportunity to have the choice of using a trail separated 

from bikes (where possible); 

directional, safety and distance signage; 

features of interest accessible or observed from the trail; 

toilets (desirable) at major entry points onto the trail; 

lighting (desirable) in badly lit urban areas and high use 

areas (e.g. Lake Albert); and 

car parking at major entry points to the trail. 

2 . 5   B E N E F I T S  O F  R E C R E A T I O N A L  T R A I L S  

There has been considerable research into the potential benefits of 

recreational trails.  Attachment 2 provides a summary of the generic benefits of 

recreational trails to a community.  These include: 

health benefits; 

social and community benefits; 

transport benefits; 

environmental benefits; and 

tourism and economic benefits. 

Although not exhaustive, the summary suggests strong reasons for the Wagga 

Wagga City Council, and other stakeholders to be involved in, and to work 

together to develop a quality recreational trail network within Wagga Wagga.   

As outlined in Section 2.4, the proposed recreational trail between Wagga 

Wagga and Ladysmith is primarily considered to be a community recreational 

trail rather than a major visitor trail like the Murray to the Mountains Rail Trail 

in Victoria or the Otago Rail Trail in New Zealand.  Whilst the proposed trail 
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has the capacity to attract visitors passing through Wagga Wagga it is 

expected that the local community will always be the major users of the trail.   

The highest visitor use of the proposed trail is likely to be at the proposed 

starting location – at the Wagga Wagga visitor centre on Tarcutta Street.  

This location is already an attraction for visitors to access information and 

services about the City.  The proximity of the trail to the city centre makes it 

a convenient option for encouraging visitors to take short walks or bike 

rides along the flood levee bank.  The potential for a bike hire service to 

operate at this site would also increase the level of visitor use in the future. 

 



 

 

S E C T I O N  3  
K E Y  I S S U E S  A N D  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

3 . 1   C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  S T A K E H O L D E R  V I E W S  

An extensive consultation program was undertaken in June 2017 to identify 

and understand community views about the issues and opportunities that 

may arise with the development of a recreational trail link between Wagga 

Wagga and Ladysmith. 

The consultations involved: 

a workshop with Government agencies and community 

organisations including Wagga Wagga City Council 

(tourism, community services, flood levee bank, economic 

development), Regional Development Australia, Destination 

NSW, Wagga Business Chamber, Fire and Rescue NSW, 

NSW State Emergency Service, NSW Ambulance Services, 

NSW Police and NSW Rural Fire Service; 

an open community workshop with representatives of 

Wagga Rail Trail business and community supporters, 

community groups, landowners and the general public; 

a meeting with representatives of NSW Farmers; 

a meeting with Committe4Wagga; 

site visits and discussion with several rural landowners with 

land adjoining the rail corridor; 

a meeting with Riverina Local Land Services; 

a meeting with NSW Crown Land Offices; 

a meeting with residential estate property developers for 

Brunslea Park and Governors Hill; 

a meeting with Croker Grain, lessee of the grain silos at 

Ladysmith10; 

                                                
10

 the property has since been sold  
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a meeting with the Tumba Rail Group; 

discussions with the RAAF base Commanding Officer; 

meetings with Wagga Wagga City Council staff to obtain 

relevant information including planning and policy 

documents and GIS mapping; and 

meetings with Wagga Rail Trail Inc. 

There are 18 major landowners along the railway corridor from Kooringal 

Road to Ladysmith.  Eight of these properties are primarily utilised for 

farming, three are smaller titles primarily used for rural living, three 

properties are being developed or planned for future residential 

development, four properties are being used for other purposes including 

for a school, the RAAF base, heritage tourism and commercial grain 

storage. 

Letters were sent to all landowners with properties abutting the rail corridor 

inviting them to attend a joint meeting with other interested landowners and 

offering the opportunity for follow-up meetings on farm with individual 

landowners, to further discuss their site-specific issues and opportunities.  

Some landowners indicated a preference for the consultant team to consult 

directly with NSW Farmers and this was undertaken.  Two landowners 

indicated a wish not to be consulted and expressed their opposition to the 

rail trail adjoining their property.    

The consultations with a wide range of stakeholders indicated there was 

broad support for a recreational trail from Wagga Wagga to Ladysmith.  

There was also clear opposition to the trail expressed by some individual 

landowners affected by the proposal and by NSW Farmers who were 

representing a group of affected landowners.  The views of those that 

support and those that oppose the rail trail have been widely expressed in 

the local media. 

3 . 2   A G E N C Y  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  V I E W S  

Consultations with a wide range of agencies and community groups 

indicated general support for the proposed trail between Wagga Wagga 

and Ladysmith. 

Consultation with business and tourism bodies indicated the potential for 

the trail to deliver economic and social benefits for the community.  It was 

believed that the project fitted well with the criteria for funding under 
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regional grant programs such as the Federal Government Building Better 

Regions Fund. 

Committee4Wagga, which is a core independent organisation which 

champions positive change for a better Wagga Wagga, identified the 

proposed trail between Wagga Wagga to Ladysmith as one of the core 

projects for the City.  It considered the trail will activate an unutilised 

community asset into a practical transport route, diversify the experiences 

offered to visitors and support a healthy lifestyle for the community.  The 

Committee4Wagga were actively involved in finding funding for installing 

lights around the Lake Albert trail, which was proposed as a means of 

improving community health and fitness.  

Consultation with the RAAF Base indicated that there could be 40-70 

RAAF personnel interested in using the trail to commute to the base from 

home on a daily basis.  The RAAF Base also has 200 members living on 

the site that could use the trail for recreational purposes.  In any year, the 

Base can accommodate up to 1600 students on a temporary basis, and the 

trail may be an attractive as an outlet for their recreation. 

Consultation with emergency service groups indicated that an Emergency 

Response Plan would be prepared by the Local Emergency Management 

Committee in Wagga Wagga.  This would include consequence 

management guides to plan for access and special conditions, incidents 

and the use of standardised emergency marker systems. 

3 . 3   K E Y  L A N D O W N E R  I S S U E S  

The key issues raised by NSW Farmers and some individual landowners11 

included: 

biosecurity concerns; 

disruption to farming; 

access, security and privacy; and 

cost implications for farmers. 

                                                
11

 This included landowners with farming properties between Rosewood and Ladysmith (outside of the Wagga 

to Ladysmith area) that were concerned with the longer-term possibility of the rail trail connecting between the 

two villages of Rosewood and Ladysmith. 
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3.3.1  Biosecurity 

E X P R E S S E D  C O N C E R N S  

Biosecurity management is of increasing importance in the modern 

agricultural sector, particularly as it affects access to markets. In response, 

farmers are required to adhere to Quality Assurance programs to reduce 

the potential for the spread of disease. Of particular concern to local 

landowners, was the spread of sheep footrot and Ovine and Bovine 

Johne’s Disease. 

Biosecurity is also a key issue in relation to the introduction of serious 

problem and invasive weeds such as Chilean Needle Grass and Khaki 

Weed, both of which are present in the Wagga Wagga district. Landowners 

also expressed concerns about dogs having access through their 

properties.  It was pointed out that maintenance of rail trails is typically 

performed by local government which frequently have too few resources to 

do the job effectively.  It was suggested this was particularly the case in the 

Wagga Wagga LGA. 

Landowners expressed their opposition to the trail stating that building a 

rail trail through private land will open another entry point for disease and 

weeds. In their view, they have maintained the corridor in the past primarily 

by grazing and weed control but this will not be possible if a rail trail is 

fenced through their land.   

R E S P O N S E  

Consultation with Local Land Services Riverina indicated that the 

provisions of the Biosecurity Act 2015 become active as of July 2017.   

In effect this means that biosecurity is now recognised as a shared 

responsibility and all parties need to do what is reasonable to prevent, 

eliminate or minimise biosecurity risk.  This applies to the whole community 

including landowners, neighbours and the potential users of the recreation 

trail.   

Landowners are required to implement an on-farm biosecurity plan that 

may include regulating the entry of vehicles, people and equipment onto 

their farm property or into specific areas within the farm.  Recreational trail 

users should be informed of the biosecurity risks associated with the use of 

the trail and the measures they can take to help prevent, eliminate or 

minimise biosecurity risks.   
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Comprehensive investigations into managing biosecurity risks have been 

undertaken for the Tumbarumba Rosewood Rail Trail by Local Land 

Services Murray.  The Strategic Risk Assessment Report has not been 

finalised or publically released12 but is expected to form the foundation 

guidelines for the first rail trail in NSW.  

Table 3.1 provides examples of a response to the risk diseases noted by 

NSW Farmers based on the professional biosecurity advice of Local Land 

Services Riverina. 

                                                
12

 A draft copy of the Strategic Risk Assessment Report (dated 13/02/17) was provided to the consultant team, 

however, it is unsure as to what changes have been made since this version.  The report identified the likelihood 

of occurrence, applied a consequence rating, determined a risk rating, identified risk treatment options and the 

activities to address risk.  The draft report covered specific risks for animal health and production; animal 

welfare; pest animals; plant health and production; human health, safety and wellbeing; economic; commercial; 

environmental; organisational capability; political; reputation and image.  



 

 

Disease Manner of 
transmission 

Species at risk Risk of trail Control Measures 

Virulent Footrot (VFR) Via infected animals’ 
hooves or through soil 
where infected 
animals have been 
(disease is able to 
survive on ground for 
a maximum of 7 days 
in moist conditions).  

 

Sheep and 
sometimes goats 
during wet conditions 
when daily 
temperatures are 
above 10°C for 4-5 
days.  

 

Walkers who have 
muddy boots that have 
been in contact with a 
VFR area that then 
leave the perimeter of 
the rail trail and 
venture onto areas 
shared by livestock.  
Susceptible sheep 
would need to directly 
contact the discarded 
mud from the boots to 
get foot 
contamination.  

 

If walkers have been 
on a quarantined VFR 
property boots must 
be cleaned.  
Do not leave the 
designated rail trail.  

 

Bovine Johne’s Disease 
(BJD) 

A young non-infected 
animal ingesting an 
infected animals 
faeces, milk or 
colostrum. Small risk 
of becoming 
aerosolised and being 
spread via dust.  

 

Cattle, typically 
young animals. 
Adults can succumb 
to infection if they 
are exposed to a 
high dose.  

 

Walkers having boots 
that have BJD faeces 
on them and then 
introducing that onto 
pasture/water that is 
being grazed.  
Moderate volume of 
infected faeces would 
need to be transmitted 
and consumed to 
cause spread.  

 

If walkers have been 
in contact with BJD 
infected animal 
ensure clean boots & 
clothes.  
Do not leave the 
designated rail trail.  

 

 
Table 3.1 Example of Biosecurity Risks and Control Measures 
Source : Local Land Services Riverina 
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Disease Manner of 

transmission 
Species at risk Risk of trail Control Measures 

Ovine Johne’s Disease 
(OJD) 

A young non-infected 
animal ingesting an 
infected animal’s 
faeces, milk or 
colostrum. Small risk 
of becoming aerolised 
and being spread via 
dust.  

 

Sheep & goats.  
 

Walkers having boots 
that have OJD faeces 
on them and then 
introducing that onto 
pasture/water that is 
being grazed.  
Moderate volume of 
infected faeces would 
need to be transmitted 
and consumed to 
cause spread  

 

If walkers have been 
in contact with OJD 
infected animals 
ensure clean boots & 
clothes.  
Do not leave the 
designated rail trail.  

 

Sheep Lice Direct contact with 
infected sheep.  
Mixing of infected and 
non-infected sheep for 
period of time required 
for lice to move from 
one animal to another.  
Short term via clothes 
(period of hours).  

Sheep (Goats and 
alpacas can act as 
temporary mechanical 
transmission).  

Walkers who have been 
in contact with lousy 
sheep making physical 
contact with animals.  
 

If walkers have been 
recently handling lousy 
sheep, clothes must be 
changed.  
Physical contact with 
animals along rail trail 
should not be made. Do 
not leave the 
designated rail trail. 

 
 

Table 3.1 Example of Biosecurity Risks and Control Measures (continued) 
Source : Local Land Services Riverina 



 

 

The risks of weeds being transferred along the trail can be low if 
appropriate management activities are undertaken in response to the 
specific weeds.  Biosecurity risks and responsibilities may include typical 
weed control applications as identified in the Works Plan, having warning 
signs, installing wash down areas at trailheads and regular monitoring of 
weeds.   

On farm biosecurity programs already address the straying of people and 
animals onto and off properties and/or the introduction of un-regulated 
stock.  These controls, when implemented, significantly guard against 
important diseases of sheep and cattle.  Management gates on boundary 
fences, cattle grids and management access gates and chicanes at road 
crossing points will assist in managing straying stock. 

Local Land Services indicated that a stock proof rail corridor will assist with 
the effectiveness of these programs and significantly reduce the risk of 
disease or the spread of weeds. 

Elsewhere, codes of practice have been developed for rail trails that advise 
users of concerns for biosecurity and the actions they can take before and 
after their journey to reduce the risks13 and could be reviewed and 
implemented for this trail. 

The management approach to biosecurity issues on the proposed trail will 
benefit from the application of the Biosecurity Act 2015 in NSW, the 
management practices to be adopted in the Tumbarumba Rosewood Rail 
Trail, the professional experience of Local Land Services, the management 
experience applied to developed rail trails throughout Australia and New 
Zealand and local knowledge. 

The successful implementation of a network of rail trails across Australia 
and in other countries provides sufficient insight and information to indicate 
that these issues can be managed and mitigated. 

The ongoing resources required to manage the recreational trail after 
construction will need to be factored into the Works Plan by the agency 
responsible for managing and maintaining the trail. 

                                                
13  See for instance www.railtrails.org.au/what-are-rail-trails/sharing-trails 



Section 3 Key Issues and Opportunities        27 

 

 

 

3.3.2  Disruption to Farming  

E X P R E S S E D  C O N C E R N S  

NSW Farmers noted that several properties are separated if the proposed 
trail follows the existing rail corridor.  

The group pointed out that the rail corridor has never been fully fenced 
except at sidings and stations and at baulks constructed at property 
boundaries.  By contrast they indicated that the corridor will need to be 
fenced for the protection of the landowner and the safety of users.   

In their view, fencing of the corridor is unacceptable as it will become a 
serious impediment to farm operations. They point to one instance where 
the bulk of a dairy farm is one side of the corridor while their infrastructure 
is on the other.  Cows on the property cross the corridor four times per day 
in addition to large farm machinery needing access both directions 7 days 
per week, 365 days a year. 

Landowners also noted that separation of their properties will result in the 
need for additional watering points for their stock unless stock crossing 
points are provided. 

R E S P O N S E  

The proposed trail route is unlikely to be singularly confined within the 
existing rail corridor. Investigations have included options to use alternative 
routes in some locations.   

The proposed Works Plan will consider existing approved stock and farm 
vehicle crossing points and include crossings that are required to access 
farm properties. Infrastructure that can be used to maintain access (e.g. 
gates) will also need to be reviewed.  Some of the existing crossing points 
are under historic rail bridges and restoring/replacement will continue to 
maintain access. 

There are numerous instances throughout the country where farm 
operations occur in paddocks separated by fenced corridors including 
roads, rail lines and recreational trails.  Farmers have adapted their 
practices to suit and continued to farm productively.  There appears to be 
no reason why this should not occur with the proposed trail. 

Fencing will be recommended where the trail separates private property or 
there is a change in land tenure along the trail route.  One option for 
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consideration in the Works Plan is for the fencing to be located on top of 
the rail embankment for the safety of trail users whilst allowing farming 
practices to extend to the embankment.  This will also avoid the need to 
install fences on land which is subject to flooding.   

However, there may be locations where it is preferable to have the fence at 
the land tenure boundary to cater primarily for farming use interests. 

The cost of fencing, crossings and any additional watering points will be 
included in the overall capital costs of the trail project rather than imposing 
these costs on landowners. 

3.3.3  Access, Security and Privacy 

E X P R E S S E D  C O N C E R N S  

Some landowners expressed concerns for security and privacy on the 
properties if the recreational trail was in close proximity to their land.  Their 
fears include illegal motorbike access, increased vandalism, theft, impacts 
of noise on stock and a loss of privacy due to proximity of the trail to 
residences in some instances. 

R E S P O N S E  

The proposed trail will predominately be located on public land that is 
owned by the State (e.g. rail corridor), Wagga Wagga City Council land 
(e.g. open space), Crown Land and road reserves.  There may be a few 
locations where short links over private land will need to be negotiated with 
landowners.  Alternative options have been identified if the links over 
private land are not agreed to. 

The potential to consider the location of sections of the route outside of the 
railway corridor also offers scope to reduce the viewing into private land 
and proximity to existing farm buildings.  In some locations, the use of 
vegetation screening can provide a visual barrier. 

Anecdotal evidence from other locations suggests concerns for criminal 
acts or anti-social behaviour are unfounded14.  A well-used trail offers a 
high level of passive surveillance and reporting of anti-social and criminal 
behaviour including the use of any unauthorised trail bikes.  Fencing further 

                                                
14 Rail Trails for NSW – Common Questions about Rail Trails 2014 provides research findings from trails in the 
USA and Australia that indicate this issue has not been prevalent. 
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limits opportunities for users to stray off the trail into areas where they are 
unwelcome.   

The use of chicanes at entry points will help to reduce the risk of trail bike 
access.  More importantly the expected high use of the trails by a range of 
users has been shown to deter illegal access and use by trail bikes on 
other recreational trails.  The fencing of the trail and use of gates at stock 
and farm vehicle crossing points also limits the opportunities for users to 
venture off the trail. 

Trailhead signage and codes of practice will alert users to close gates, to 
obey fire restrictions, to take rubbish home and to help maintain the track. 
Whilst these methods are not foolproof, experience elsewhere suggests 
that the clear majority of trail users will be responsible people, well aware 
of the need for good behaviour. 

The main users of the trail will be recreational walkers, runners and 
cyclists.  These are all relatively quiet forms of transport and are unlikely to 
create noise levels that adversely affect stock.  Codes of Practice typically 
advise trail users to stop and respect the right of the landowner to move 
stock at the crossing points. 

The implementation of the Tumbarumba Rosewood Rail Trail will also 
provide valuable insight into the management of any access, security and 
privacy issues.    

3.3.4  Cost to Farmers 

E X P R E S S E D  C O N C E R N S  

NSW Farmers indicate that landholders understood that they would be 
required to erect and maintain fencing along the corridor. The cost of such 
a requirement is of concern to landowners. 

Landowners also note that barbed wire and electric fencing are required in 
cattle paddocks, stating their belief that these types of fencing are 
unacceptable in proximity to people.   

R E S P O N S E  

As the land being utilised for the trail is on public owned land, the trail 
manager takes responsibility for the liability of use of the trail, not the 
individual landowners.  
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Various approaches have been taken on rail trails for the cost of fencing.  
In some locations, there has been agreement for the landowners to install 
the fencing if the cost of the fencing materials is met by the trail manager.  

An alternative option is for the costs of fencing supplies and installation to 
be included in the capital costs for the project.  This is considered a fair 
and appropriate outcome if the fencing is being primarily located to create 
safety for the trail user when the trail is located on the top of the rail 
embankment.   

This avoids the need for new fencing to be within flood prone areas where 
there are higher repair and maintenance costs involved after flood events 
to repair fences and remove debris.   

The Works Plan will indicate the role and responsibility for maintenance of 
the fencing.  The design and construction of the fencing to a specified 
stock proof fencing standard.   

It is recommended for this trail that capital costs for fencing be borne by the 
project. 



 

 

S E C T I O N  4   
S T R A T E G I C  D I R E C T I O N S 	

4 . 1   V I S I O N   

The vision is that: 

The Wagga Wagga Recreation Trail will be planned, developed and 
managed as an active travel route for the City that will provide a range of 
social, health, transport, environment and economic benefits for the 
community.  

4 . 2   G U I D I N G  P R I N C I P L E S  

Four principles underpin this vision:  

Sustainability15 – the trail will be developed and 
sustainably upgraded, managed and promoted. Resources 
and funding will be sufficient to ensure that ongoing 
management, repairs and maintenance can be undertaken. 
The trail will be an exemplar of ‘best practice’ trail 
development.  

Quality Experience – the trail will be developed, managed 
and promoted, to ensure that users have a safe, convenient 
and enjoyable experience. The user experiences will be 
enhanced by quality information and interpretation, 
provision of quality trail infrastructure and associated 
facilities.  

Capacity to Manage – the trail will have appropriate 
management roles and resources in place to effectively 
manage and maintain the trail.  

Multiple Benefits – development of the trail will lead to 
improvements in the community’s quality of life including 
social, health, transport, environment and economic 
benefits.  

 

                                                
15 Sustainable means environmentally, socially and economically sustainable. 
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4 . 3   S T R A T E G I C  D I R E C T I O N S  

There are four broad positions that underpin the future directions for the 
Wagga Wagga to Ladysmith Trail.  These are graphically presented in 
Figure 4.1. 

4.3.1  More than one way 

Investigations carried out during the current study suggest that a ‘one size 
fits all’, singular recreational trail solely using the rail corridor to link Wagga 
Wagga with Ladysmith is neither feasible nor desirable.   

Recreational trails serve multiple purposes and user groups differing 
demands for track construction, location, destination and trail experiences.   

There are opportunities to investigate and use alternative routes to deliver 
the vision. 

The strategic direction is to align the trail route to suit greatest demand, to 
create diversity of trail experiences and to vary the construction of the trail 
to suit intended users and the character of the landscape being traversed. 

4.3.2  Trails that connect to somewhere 

There was a perception expressed from some people opposed to the trail 
that it would not connect to places of interest for local recreational users or 
visitors.  However, the investigations undertaken suggest the contrary as 
the trail route has the potential to link key places of interest for a wide 
range of users.   

Trails are not singular in direction and the introduction of access points (or 
hubs) increases the diversity of trail options and experiences in both 
directions or in linking with other existing recreational trails.   

The proposed active travel link between Wagga Wagga and Forest Hill in 
the Council’s Active Travel Plan 2015 provides a good link for recreational 
users and those commuting between the CBD, residential areas, RAAF 
Base, Wagga Wagga airport and links to other locations such as Lake 
Albert.  

Equex Sports centre is a major hub for sporting and recreational activity 
with plans to expand in future years.  The RAAF Wagga Heritage Centre 
base has a defence museum and the small historic village of Ladysmith  
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have plenty of appeal to visit.  The historic bridges, once restored or 
replaced, will be a feature of interest to all trail users. 

Trailhead signs need to be located to serve the greatest numbers of users 
and in locations where services can be (or are) readily provided.  
Destinations need to be chosen that are attractive, easily serviced, readily 
accessible and spaced to allow for varying levels of ability. 

The strategic direction is to identify a route that begins at a centrally 
located visitor and residential recreation node with existing services and 
link from there to other destinations (or hubs) to the east of the City Centre 
that are in demand by known user groups and have access to services 
(existing or proposed). 

4.3.3  Attractive to many users 

There was a perception from people opposed to the trail that it would 
mainly cater for the experienced bike riders.   

The most successful recreational trails are attractive to the widest range of 
users and serve the needs of a local community as well as the visitor 
market. 

Investigations indicate that the trail has the potential to cater for a wide 
range of users including recreational walkers, runners/joggers, spectrum of 
bike riders (casual/leisure, recreational, active, commuter, mountain bike), 
school children, people with disabilities, dog walkers, rollerbladers/skaters, 
and visitors.  The trail also offers the potential for running trail based 
events. 

The strategic direction is to locate the trail to link as many residential areas, 
recreation, education and workplace destinations as possible.  The intent 
should be to design the construction of the trail to suit likely user groups 
and user numbers.  

4.3.4  It takes time to deliver 

Trails sometimes need to be built in stages, various factors needing to be 
overcome before a route can be fully completed.  The staging of the long-
term vision will be influenced by the available funding, levels of support and 
political will. 
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The implementation of the Tumbarumba Rosewood Rail Trail over the 
coming years, being the first in NSW, will provide useful insights into the 
benefits and implications of adding trails into local areas.  

The strategic direction is to understand that the whole of the trail may not 
be able to be delivered in a single go but rather in stages. 

 





 

 

S E C T I O N  5  
A S S E S S M E N T  O F  T R A I L  A L I G N M E N T  
O P T I O N S  

Map 5.1 shows that the Wagga Wagga to Ladysmith recreational trail route 
has been divided into four sections for the purposes of reviewing of trail 
alignment options.  The potential route options are identified for each 
section and assessed as follows. 

5 . 1   C I T Y  T O  E Q U E X  S P O R T S  C E N T R E  S E C T I O N  

5.1.1  Potential Routes 

Map 5.2 shows the two options that were investigated as a recreational trail 
route from the Wagga city centre to the Equex Sports Centre on Kooringal 
Road. 

The options were: 

Option 1 using the rail corridor from the Rail Station to 
Kooringal Road. 

Option 2 using the flood levee bank from the visitor 
information centre on Tarcutta Street to Kooringal Road and 
then follow Marshalls Creek with underpasses on Kooringal 
Road and Copland Street. 

5.1.2  Assessment of Route Options 

Table 5.1 outlines the potential advantages and disadvantages for each 
route option. 
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Option Potential Advantages Potential Disadvantages 

Option 1 

Existing 
Rail 
Corridor 

• State owned land 

• Historic rail route and railway 
station 

• Close proximity to city centre 

• Use of existing pedestrian 
crossing point on Kooringal 
Road 

• Outside flood prone areas 

• Proximity to the Botanic 
Gardens  

• Part of the rail corridor is in 
the Southern Railway line 
and in active use and would 
require new off-rail corridor 
connection 

• NSW parliament legislation 
is required to close the rail 
corridor before recreation 
trail can be developed 

• Requires crossings of major 
traffic routes - Lake Albert 
Road, Copland Street and 
Kooringal Road 

• Limited recreational appeal 
with industrial sites, 
cemetery and traffic levels 

• Currently unresolved shared 
path connection along 
Kooringal Road at junction 
with rail corridor 

• Pedestrian crossing point on 
Kooringal Road is not 
considered to be satisfactory 
with safety issues identified 
for recreational users 

 
 

Table 5.1  Assessment of Options – City Centre to Equex 
Sports Centre 

  



Section 5 Assessment of Trail Alignment Options        41 

 

 

 

 
Option Potential Advantages Potential 

Disadvantages 

Option 2 

Flood 
Levee 
Bank and 
Marshalls 
Creek 

• Council owned and managed land 

• Convenient route to recreation hub at 
Equex Centre with existing facilities 
e.g. parking, toilets, multiple sports 

• Flood levee exists with shared trail 
attracting high level of recreational 
use 

• Recognise active travel route by 
Council for the city 

• Does not require recreational users to 
cross major roads (where there are no 
traffic lights or pedestrian crossing 
points) 

• Starts from visitor information centre 
with parking, information and other 
services available 

• Close proximity to city centre 

• Flood levee to have major works 
(strengthening and widening) with 
provision to accommodate shared 
path on surface 

• Good recreational experience with 
river environs, historic features of 
interest and links to residential streets 
along the route 

• Would not need shared path on flood 
levee bank between Hammond 
Avenue and Kooringal Road as 
existing lower riverbank route is more 
attractive and accessible to the 
Kooringal Road underpass 

• Council’s initial assessment of the 
underpasses on Kooringal Road and 
Copland Street being suitable with 
works to meet the Roads and Traffic 
Authority 2005 NSW Bicycle 
Guidelines 

• Low risk assessment of flooding 
events on Marshalls Creek 

• Management 
intervention will be 
required for any 
closure and 
diversion of 
recreational users 
during flood events 
at the three 
underpasses 

• Some construction 
works required to 
provide safe and 
convenient facilities 
for shared trail at 
the underpasses 

 

Table 5.1  Assessment of Options – City Centre to Equex 
Sports Centre (continued) 

5.1.3  Recommended Route 

Option 2 is the recommended route for the recreational trail and has 
substantial advantages over Option1. 
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5 . 2   E Q U E X  S P O R T S  C E N T R E  T O  B A K E R S  L A N E  S E C T I O N  

5.2.1  Potential Routes 

Map 5.3 shows four options that were investigated as a recreational trail 
route from the Equex Sports Centre on Kooringal Road to Bakers Lane 
near the Governors Hill subdivision. 

The options were: 

Option 1 following the existing rail corridor from Kooringal 
Road through to Bakers Lane. 

Option 2 taking a northern route, mostly on Council owned 
land to join the rail corridor some 800m to the west of 
Bakers Lane. 

Option 3 following Marshalls Creek to join the rail corridor 
some 2000m to the west of Bakers Lane. 

Option 4 taking a southern route (using Vincent Road road 
reserve, freehold land and Crown land) to reach Bakers 
Lane. 

5.2.2  Assessment of Route Options 

Table 5.2 outlines the potential advantages and disadvantages for each 
route option. 
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Option Potential Advantages Potential Disadvantages 

Option 1 

Existing 
rail 
corridor 

• Use of State owned land and 
Council owned land 

• Short distance to access the rail 
corridor 

• Recreation surface located 
above flood prone areas 

• Historic association with the 
railway route 

• NSW parliament legislation is 
required to close the rail 
corridor before recreation trail 
can be developed 

• Requires shared trail 
connection along Parson 
Street to Kooringal Street and 
to start of rail corridor 

• Creates backtracking to access 
the rail corridor 

• Cost to restore or replace 
damaged bridges along the rail 
corridor  

• Concern about management of 
access, security and 
biodiversity risks with route 
through the middle of the farm 
property 

Option 2 

Northern 
route 

• Equex Sports Centre provides a 
good recreational hub and 
facilities to start the trail 

• Direct route with no 
backtracking along the route 

• Largely connecting existing 
Council owned land parcels and 
drainage easements 

• Route along edge boundary of 
private farm property and 
industrial land with potential for 
less access, biodiversity and 
security risks 

• Only one minor road crossing 
(end of Edison Road) until 
Bakers Lane is reached  

• Would not require reconstruction 
of damaged bridges in the rail 
corridor 

• NSW parliament legislation is 
required to close the rail 
corridor before recreation trail 
can be developed 

• Requires negotiation with 
private landowner for one 
missing link between Council 
owned land 

• Would need review as located 
near outer boundary of the 
proposed buffer to the clay 
shooters site 

• Less attractive outlook with 
vacant land and some 
industrial sites (although 
located 200m+ from the rail 
route) 

Option 3 

Link to 
rail 
corridor 

• Council owned land set aside as 
a drainage reserve 

• Short and convenient connection 
from the Equex Sports Centre  

• Direct route with no 
backtracking along the route 

• Short distance to access the rail 
corridor 

• Would not require reconstruction 
of damaged bridges in the rail 
corridor 

• Flood prone risks along 
Marshalls Creek 

• Limited space within the 
drainage reserve to provide 
shared trail and protect 
existing vegetation and other 
environmental values 

• Impacts on location of farm 
shed and crossing of access 
route between the farm 
paddocks 

• Concern about management of 
access, security and 
biodiversity risks with route 
through the middle of the farm 
property 
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Option Potential Advantages Potential Disadvantages 

Option 4 

Southern 
route 

• Use of some public land 
in Vincent Road reserve 
and existing Crown Land 
‘paper road’ reserve 

• Convenient route option 
for users of the Lake 
Albert recreational trails 
to link through to Forest 
Hill 

• Would not require 
reconstruction costs of 
damaged bridge in the rail 
corridor 

• Route along edge 
boundary of private farm 
property with potential for 
less access, biodiversity 
and security risks 

 

• Less convenient and a more 
indirect route for the shared 
trail from the city centre via 
Equex Sports centre to join the 
rail corridor  

• Requires negotiation with 
private landowner to secure 
access on private land between 
Vincent Road corner and 
Crown land paper road reserve 

• Requires negotiation with 
private landowner to establish 
a better link to the rail corridor 
crossing of Bakers Lane given 
the low-lying and more flood 
prone land at the eastern end 
of the Crown land paper road 
reserve 

• Requires establishing a safe 
crossing point on the bridge 
over Marshalls Creek at the 
corner of Vincent Road 

• Costs associated with raised 
shared trail over the low-lying 
flood prone land to reach the 
rail corridor crossing of Bakers 
Lane 

• Upgrading of the shared trail 
along Kooringal Road would be 
required 

 

Table 5.2  Assessment of Options – Equex Sports Centre to 
Bakers Lane  

5.2.3  Recommended Route 

The recommended route is Option 2 as it largely utilises public land and 
provides a more convenient link from the Equex Sports Centre to Bakers 
Lane.  The route requires negotiation with a landowner to achieve a 
connection between Council owned land.  The location of the link would 
also need to consider the buffer requirements for the proposed clay target 
shooting facility. 

If negotiations with the landowner for the missing link of land in Option 2 
cannot be achieved, then the next preferred option is Option 1 using 
existing the rail corridor.   
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Both Option 1 and Option 2 would require a link trail on Council owned land 
back to Kooringal Road and a connection up the school property.  This 
would allow an active travel connection between the existing Lake Albert 
trail network and the proposed new trail. 

Option 3 is not considered to be viable.  Whilst there is some merit with 
Option 4 and would provide a good link to Lake Albert, it does not provide 
the most convenient route for the link between the city centre via Equex 
Sports Centre to reach Forest Hill.  It also requires negotiation with a 
landowner to achieve access across flood prone land (which will require a 
raised embankment) to connect back to the rail corridor.  

5 . 3   B A K E R S  L A N E  T O  R A A F  B A S E  S E C T I O N  

5.3.1  Potential Routes 

Map 5.4 shows the rail corridor as the principal route for the recreational 
trail to reach Wagga Wagga airport, RAAF base and residences at Forest 
Hill.  It indicates that there are two options to create links off the rail 
corridor. 

Discussions held with major landowners along the existing rail corridor 
indicated a willingness and support for the recreational trail to be located 
within the rail corridor. 

Discussions with the land owners developing Governors Hill subdivision 
indicated there is an existing public open space link to the rail corridor off 
Matilda Crescent.  Consideration may be given to creating another link 
opportunity at the eastern end of the subdivision off Lady Juliana Drive in 
the future. 

Discussions with Brunslea Park indicated a strong desire to integrate the 
overall residential development with the recreational trail route. 

The former rail corridor was subsumed with the development of the Wagga 
Wagga airport and RAAF base, and consequently the recreational trail 
needs to be diverted around these land holdings.   

Site investigations indicated the logical route for the recreational trail 
through Forest Hill would be along the northern side of Forest Hill Park 
(adjacent to Brunskill Avenue) and then up the western side of Fife Street 
to the Sturt Highway.  This could be achieved through widening and 
upgrading of the existing footpath to allow for shared use.  Some  
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recreational users, especially commuters would use the road for 
convenience. 

There is an existing, but narrow footpath along the Sturt Highway to reach 
the entry and exit roads to the RAAF base.  Discussions with the RAAF 
Base indicated that it would be preferable to have the recreational trail 
cross the entry/exit road on the northern side of the museum building which 
is located a suitable distance back from the entry/exit point onto the Sturt 
Highway.  This slight diversion of the trail would be a safer crossing point 
over the exit road (being further away from the turning point onto the Sturt 
Highway).  Trail users would access the public space ‘island’ before 
crossing the entry road. 

5.3.2  Assessment of Route Options 

Table 5.3 outlines the advantages and disadvantages of the two link 
options: 

Option 1 to create a shared trail route through Brunslea 
Park that would connect to the proposed village hub, 
connect with the proposed wetland shared trails and then 
continue on to cross Elizabeth Avenue near the Forest Hill 
open space parkland. 

Option 2 to create a link along the western side of 
Elizabeth Avenue to reach the Forest Hill open space 
parkland. 

5.3.3  Recommended Route 

The recommended route is to use the rail corridor through to Elizabeth 
Avenue so as to provide access the Wagga Wagga Airport and in addition 
to have the route through Brunslea Park to Forest Hill as the principal 
recreation trail. 

The link along Elizabeth Avenue as outlined in Option 2 would be beneficial 
for the overall trail system in the long term.   
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Option Potential Advantages Potential Disadvantages 

Option 1 

Brunslea 
Park link 

• Brunslea Park has the potential to be a 
major hub on the recreational trail that 
would recognised as both a starting point 
or end point for trail use.  The proposed 
design for the estate shows a village hub 
which would provide parking, shops, 
toilets, picnic facilities and access to the 
extensive wetland parkland trails.  There 
would also be a network of local 
recreational trails linking the open spaces 
within the estate – both on the southern 
and northern side of the rail corridor. 

• The Council could direct developer 
contributions associated with the 
proposed development towards the costs 
of constructing the shared trail 

• Potentially provides a direct and 
convenient route to Forest Hill especially 
to the local residences and RAAF base 

• Would provide a loop or circuit for safe 
recreational use when linked with Option 
2 

• Access along the existing 
rail corridor to Elizabeth 
Avenue is required to 
provide direct access to the 
Wagga Wagga airport for 
commuters and visitors 

• Some crossing points on 
internal road network will be 
required (although this can 
be minimised and would 
involve less traffic 
movements and mostly 
residential vehicles as 
compared with Elizabeth 
Avenue) 

• Works may need to be 
staged in conjunction with 
staged development of the 
subdivision 

Option 2 

Elizabeth 
Avenue 
link 

• The rail corridor provides direct access to 
the Wagga Wagga airport  

• The western side of Elizabeth Avenue 
within Brunslea Park is land that has been 
set aside for urban services and could 
potentially be suitable for a shared trail 

• Would provide a loop or circuit for safe 
recreational use when linked with Option 
1 

• Provide safer opportunities for cycling, 
pedestrian and running on Elizabeth 
Avenue given traffic levels for the airport, 
local industries and residences 

• May be some site limitations 
for the shared trail with 
setback distances from 
urban services 

• Requires crossing of three 
roads with the intersection 
of Elizabeth Avenue with 
Lacebark Drive, Hazelwood 
Drive and Mangrove 
Crescent 

 

Table 5.3  Assessment of Options – Bakes Lane to Forest Hill 



 

 

5 . 4   R A A F  B A S E  T O  L A D Y S M I T H  S E C T I O N  

5.4.1  Potential Routes 

Map 5.5 shows that three options were investigated as a recreational trail 
route from the RAAF base to Ladysmith.   

The options were: 

Option 1 to follow the rail corridor with access from either 
Smith Street, O’Hehirs Road or off the Sturt Highway. 

Option 2 to follow the road reserve along the Sturt Highway 
and along Tumbarumba Road to reach Ladysmith. 

Option 3 to follow O’Hehirs Road and then along a Crown 
land ‘paper road’ to reach the rail corridor. 

5.4.2  Assessment of Route Options 

Table 5.4 outlines the potential advantages and disadvantages for each 
route option. 

  



= OPTION 1 = OPTION 3
= CROWN LAND= OPTION 2

LADYSMITH HUB 4

STURT HIGHWAY

TUM
BARUM

BA RO
AD

RAIL CORRIDOR

O
’H

EI
H

IR
’S

 R
O

AD

SM
IT

H
 S

T

MAP 5.5 RAAF BASE TO LADYSMITH
SCALE 1:30000 @ A3

N



52        Wagga Wagga to Ladysmith Trail : Strategic Directions and Implementation Plan 

 

 

 
Option Potential Advantages Potential Disadvantages 

Option 1 

Sturt 
Highway 
road and 
Tumbarumba 
Road 
reserves 

• Use of public owned land 

• No direct impact on private land 
properties 

• Avoids long term plans for 
expansion of the Wagga Wagga 
airport 

• Flood prone risk 
areas adjacent to 
highway 

• High costs to 
achieve an adequate 
shared trail with 
steep gradients, 
changing landform 
and the narrow width 
of the road reserve 
in some sections 

• Safety issues with 
crossing of entry 
roads into private 
properties 

• Very limited appeal 
as a recreational trail 
experience given 
close proximity to 
highway/roads, high 
traffic noise and poor 
outlook 

• Potential to be 
impacted by any 
long term high speed 
rail route proposal 
for the eastern side 
of the airport. 

 
 

Table 5.4  Assessment of Options – RAAF base to Ladysmith 
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Option Potential Advantages Potential 
Disadvantages 

Option 2 

Existing rail 
corridor 

• State owned land 

• Outside of flood prone risk 
areas 

• Possible locations to gain 
access to the rail corridor  

• The proposed part of the 
Sturt Highway road 
reserve is sufficiently wide 
to accommodate a shared 
trail that would be safe for 
trail users  

• Potential to provide some 
buffer distance from 
existing residential 
properties  

• Appealing recreational trail 
experience in the rural 
landscape  

• Good grade for beginner 
using the trail 

• Historic association with 
the railway route 

• NSW parliament legislation 
is required to close the rail 
corridor before recreation 
trail can be developed 

• Requires negotiated 
access over private land or 
on Department of Defence 
from Smith Street to reach 
rail corridor 

• Land to east of Wagga 
Wagga airport (including 
part of the rail corridor) 
has been identified as 
being potential to the 
requirements for the long-
term extension of the 
airport runway, within the 
general location of the high 
speed rail route and if 
there was any southern 
bypass highway route in 
the long term 

• Proximity of the rail 
corridor to existing 
residential properties 
located to the east of 
O’Hehirs Road 

• Requires negotiated 
access over private land if 
neither Smiths Road or 
O’Hehirs Road were to be 
used as access to the rail 
corridor 

• Concern about 
management of access, 
security and biodiversity 
risks with the route 
passing through several 
farm properties  

• Cost to restore or replace 
damaged bridges along the 
rail corridor 

 
Table 5.4  Assessment of Options – RAAF base to Ladysmith 
(continued) 
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Option Potential Advantages Potential 
Disadvantages 

Option 3 

O’Hehirs Road 
and then 
along a Crown 
land ‘paper 
road’ to reach 
the rail 
corridor 

• Use of road reserve, Crown 
land and State owned land 

• Outside of flood prone risk 
areas 

 

 

• Less appealing and 
attractive recreational 
trail route involving 
along road reserve, 
some increased 
gradient and 
traversing a less 
inspiring landscape 

• Concern about 
management of 
access, security and 
biodiversity risks with 
the route passing 
adjacent to farm 
properties and 
through the middle of 
a farm property  

 

Table 5.4  Assessment of Options – RAAF base to Ladysmith 
(continued) 

5.4.3  Recommended Route 

Option 2 is the preferred route as Option 1 and Option 3 are not considered 
to be good routes for achieving a recreational trail that would deliver the 
vision or guiding principles for the trail.   

Whilst Option 2 is the preferred route, there are a number of factors to be 
considered.  The land to the east of the Wagga Wagga airport to O’Hehirs 
Road presents potential difficulties given the long-term plans for airport 
extension and the initially planning for a high speed rail service with a link 
to the airport.  Smith Street does not provide a safe and attractive link and 
access to the rail corridor requires negotiation with a landowner or the 
Department of Defence.   

The land to the east of O’Hehirs Road is largely residential with the 
landowners constructing houses and sheds in close proximity to the rail 
corridor.  The landowners have expressed concerns in the past about loss 
of privacy given the elevated rail embankment.  The trail section also offers 
limited visual amenity for trail users. 

The alternative route would be to use the Sturt Highway road reserve to 
reach a point beyond these houses where a short access could be 
provided to the rail corridor if negotiated with a landowner.  If this access 
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can not be achieved, then it would be necessary to allow access directly off 
O’Hehirs Road.  

It is recommended that first priority be given to a recreation trail along the 
Sturt Highway road reserve to where access to the rail corridor may be 
negotiated with the landowner.  The second priority would be to access the 
rail corridor at O’Hehirs Road and re-assess any options to reduce visual 
impacts.  

It is recommended that the rail corridor would become the priority route for 
the trail to reach Tumbarumba Road.  The crossing point offers satisfactory 
sight distances to allow recreational users to cross the road. 

Site investigations and discussions with the landowner (Pulse 8 Group P/L) 
and the Tumbra Rail Group indicated it would be better to locate the 
recreational trail on the eastern side of the Tumbarumba Road rather than 
use the existing rail corridor.  This would allow the recreational trail to 
utilize the attractive park reserve setting and avoid possible impacts on the 
operational requirements for the grain storage (located at the rear of the 
site) and use of the rail for trike rides.  

There is the capacity to create a shared trail from Ladysmith Park to the 
viewing of the first historic railway bridge on the rail corridor.  This trail 
would be 1.6 kms in length one way and thus provide a 3.2 km return trail.  
It is considered that this trail would have appeal for those looking for a 
relatively short recreational walk, family bike ride or run.  It may also be a 
recreational trail of value to the local Ladysmith community and school. 

5 . 5   R E C O M M E N D E D  R E C R E A T I O N  T R A I L  R O U T E  

Map 5.6 and Map 5.7 and Figure 4.2 shows the recommended route for the 
recreational trail from Wagga Wagga to Ladysmith.  The proposed route 
uses: 

9.1 kms of the existing rail corridor is within State land and 
Crown Land (this represents 38% of the total trail); 

11.4 kms of Council owned and managed land (this 
represents 47% of the total trail); and 

3.5 kms of road reserve along the Sturt Highway (this 
represents 15% of the total trail). 

  





MAP 5.7 PREFERRED TRAIL (BRUNSLEA PARK TO LADYSMITH)
SCALE 1:30000 @ A3
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1. Wagga Wagga Visitor Information 
Centre

2. On flood levee bank looking back to 
the Wagga Wagga Visitor Information 
Centre 

3. Shared trail on flood levee bank  4. Shared trail on flood levee bank 5. Diversion trail off the flood levee bank

6. Underpass to Hammond Avenue 7. Sealed shared trail heading towards 
Kooringal Road

8. Proposed underpass to allow crossing 
under Kooringal Road

9. Proposed underpass to allow crossing 
under Copland Street

10. View along road corridor to the west 
from Bakers Lane

Images along the proposed Wagga Wagga Rail Trail  



11. Rail corridor from Bakes Lane east 
towards Forest Hill

12. Large open space and parkland off 
Brunskill Avenue 

13. Existing path leading to entry/exit 
from the RAAF Base

14. Exit road from RAAF Base and 
heritage museum

15. Existing path past the RAAF Base 
towards Smith Street

16. Rail corridor south of O’Hehirs Road 17. One of the historic railway bridges 
between O’Hehirs Road and  
Tumbarumba Road  

18. Railway embankment near the 
historic bridges
 

19. View of eastern side of Tumbarumba 
Road proposed for the trail

20. Ladysmith Park

Images along the proposed Wagga Rail Trail 
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5 . 6   T R A I L  D E V E L O P M E N T  G U I D E L I N E S  

5.6.1  Hubs and Facilities 

The recommended trail provides a link between four hubs – Wagga Wagga 
Visitor Information Centre, Equex Sports Centre, Brunslea Park Village and 
Ladysmith. 

Users of the trail may choose to commence or complete their recreational 
experience at any one of these hubs, or start and return from any one hub.  
This offers a wide range of choices for people as to what section of the 
recreational trail suits their skill, available time or interest. 

Three of the proposed hubs (Wagga Wagga Visitor Information Centre, 
Equex Sports Centre and Ladysmith) already have existing infrastructure 
and services to support the trail.  This includes directional signage to reach 
the visitor information centre, approved entry point, car parking, capacity 
for turning of vehicles, access to public toilets, amenities and open space. 

The Brunslea Village Hub is planned as part of the future development of 
the Brunslea Park estate.  The proposed trail provides a convenient link to 
the village, shops, car parking, toilets, information and the ability to connect 
with a network of recreational trails in the master plan that are proposed 
around the wetland and within the residential areas.  This hub would be a 
very attractive location for young families. 

5.6.2  Trail Width 

The trail width should be 3m for the high use section (recreational and 
commuting) from Wagga Wagga to Forest Hill and then reduced to 2.5m 
width (like the Tumbarumba Rosewood Rail Trail) for the section from 
Forest Hill to Ladysmith.  There may be some locations, where this width 
needs to be less to secure access (e.g. underpasses, bridges) or avoid 
high costs or removing existing features or infrastructure.  

Figures 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 show a conceptual cross-section of the recreation 
trail on top of the flood levee bank, side by side to the flood levee bank and 
along the rail corridor. 

5.6.3  Trail Surface 

The Wagga Rail Trail Inc. indicated a strong preference for a continuous 
sealed surface to provide a quality surface for the entire length of the trail.  

 



Typical cross-section of 
proposed trail on flood 
levee

FIGURE 5.1



Typical cross-section of 
proposed trail off flood 
levee

FIGURE 5.2



Typical cross-section of 
proposed trail on existing 
rail embankment

FIGURE 5.3
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The section of the recommended trail from the Wagga Wagga Visitor 
Information Centre to Forest Hill has been identified as a priority active 
travel route to cater for recreational and commuting use.  This section of 
the trail should be designed, constructed and maintained as a high quality, 
smooth trail surface to cater for the high level of use and diversity of users.  
It is recommended that a concrete surface could be installed from the 
Wagga Wagga Visitor Information Centre to the Equex Sports Centre, and 
then a two part hot mix surface using small aggregate to extend to Forest 
Hill.   

The section of the recommended trail from Forest Hill to Ladysmith is 
expected to attract lower levels of use and limited commuting use.  It is 
recommended that the surface on this section be either a lower quality seal 
finish or a compacted gravel surface with stabilising additives.   

The surface treatment of the Forest Hill to Ladysmith can be reviewed in 
the future based on the available funds, identified preferences of all users 
and the experiences gained from development and maintenance of the 
Tumbarumba Rosewood Rail Trail (which recommends a high quality 
natural surface). 

5.6.4  Underpasses 

The recommended trail proposes use of an existing underpass on 
Hammond Avenue and creation of new underpass accesses under 
Kooringal Road and Copland Street.   

Initial inspection and advice from the Wagga Wagga City Council indicated 
that the underpasses are achievable as there is sufficient height and width 
clearances within the drainage structures to conform with current NSW 
Bicycle Standards and Guidelines.  The detailed design stage will need to 
ensure that appropriate grades are constructed to gain access to the lower 
level of the drainage structures and that a trafficable, low maintenance 
surface is used. The clearance guidelines are 2.2m in height and an 
allowance of 1m width for a single bike (desirably 2-2.5m for passing of 
bikes). 

The major benefit of the underpasses is that they provide a more 
convenient and direct trail link without the need for users to cross Kooringal 
Road and Copland Street.   

Access to the underpasses would be restricted during flood events and 
users diverted to alternative safe routes with directional signage and 
communication of community alert warnings.   
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The alternative route to underpasses under Kooringal Road and Copland 
Street would be on the existing trail along Kooringal Road to reach the 
designated crossing point opposite the Christian College, and then back to 
Equex Sports Centre. 

It is recommended that Council review: 

the safety risks involved with crossing Copland Street (west 
of the roundabout) at grade given the likely range of ages 
and users on the shared trail; 

the missing trail link over the railway corridor on the western 
side of Kooringal Road16; and 

the safety risks with the existing designated crossing point 
opposite the Christian College given the traffic speed, traffic 
volumes and limited space in the pedestrian island to 
accommodate bikes and users.  

5.6.5  Trailhead Signs and Interpretation 

The hubs are the main entry and exit points onto the proposed trail. 
Accordingly, trailhead signs should be installed to invite use of the trail and 
inform the community of: 

the existence of the recreation trail; 

a map showing the location of the trail and hubs; 

pictograms showing the facilities at each of the hubs; 

distances between the hubs or other points; 

the need to respect other trail users and adjoining land 
owners; 

the capacity to use mobile phone in emergencies; and 

specific information that may apply to the next section of the 
trail (e.g. biosecurity, dogs prohibited, stock crossing gates).  

The signs can be designed to provide basic information on both sides of 
the panel for users travelling in either direction.  

                                                
16 This issue may be addressed by the passing of NSW legislation to close the rail corridor and allow future use 
within the rail corridor as a shared trail. 
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There is the opportunity to value-add to the trail experience through the 
introduction of interpretation of the key messages that you want users to 
remember about the trail.  The messages may provide insight into a range 
of key stories about the cultural values, rail and farming history, natural 
values, the importance of biosecurity etc.  These messages may be 
delivered through a range of communication tools including signs, 
brochures, downloading of apps, website information and other social 
media.  An Interpretation Strategy should be prepared for the trail to 
research, consult and identify the core messages.  It is envisaged that the 
potential sites for consideration would include: 

at the proposed hubs and may be associated with the 
location of the trailhead signs; and 

at points of cultural and natural interest along the trail 
including the historic bridges. 

5.6.6  Safety Signs and Mechanisms 

The recommended trail requires crossing of several roads.  These 
locations are generally level, offer good sight distances and visibility to 
vehicles using the roads.  Guidelines for road crossings are available in the 
Austroads Guide to Road Design Part 4 : Intersections and Crossings – 
General (Australia). 

Bakers Lane, west of Governors Hill, currently has a 100 km/hour speed 
limit and is also used by heavy vehicles.  There are good sight distances at 
the crossing point, but it would be appropriate to install: 

pre-warning trail crossing signs on Bakes Lane in advance 
of the rail corridor crossing to pre-warn drivers of trail users; 

pre-warning road ahead signs on the trail to advise users of 
the crossing point 100m ahead and to slow down;  

a lockable chicane structure17 to slow cyclists on arrival to 
the crossing point; and 

stop signs on the trail at the crossing point. 

                                                
17 The lockable chicane would have a master key to allow emergency services to access the trail from the road 
crossings in response to any incident. 
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The proposed crossing point at Elizabeth Avenue in Forest Hill is within a 
50km/hour speed zone and has good sight distances.  It would be 
appropriate to install: 

pre-warning road ahead signs on the trail advising users of 
the crossing point 100m ahead and to slow down; 

a lockable chicane structure to slow cyclists on arrival to the 
crossing point; 

stop signs on the trail at the crossing point. 

There are two proposed crossings point on Tumbarumba Road at 
Ladysmith.   

The first is at the location of the rail corridor crossing outside of the 
northern end of the town within a 100km/hour speed zone.  Pre-warning 
signs for 50 km/hour are located on the southern side of the crossing.  The 
sight distances are good and it would be appropriate to install: 

pre-warning trail crossing signs on Tumbarumba Road in 
advance of the rail corridor crossing point to pre-warn 
drivers of trail users crossing the road; 

pre-warning road ahead signs on the trail to inform trail 
users of the crossing point 100m ahead and to slow down;  

a lockable chicane structure to slow cyclists down on arrival 
to the crossing point; and 

install stop signs on the trail at the crossing point. 

The second location is opposite the local shop within Ladysmith.  This is 
within the 50 km/hour speed limit zone and has good sight distances.  It 
would be appropriate to install: 

pre-warning road ahead signs on the trail to advise users of 
the crossing ahead and to slow down;  

a single lockable chicane structure to slow cyclists down on 
arrival to the crossing; and 

stop signs on the trail at the crossing. 

The Biosecurity Act 2015 refers to the principle of the shared responsibility 
for everyone to do what is reasonable to prevent, eliminate or minimise 



68        Wagga Wagga to Ladysmith Trail : Strategic Directions and Implementation Plan 

 

 

biosecurity risks.  Landowners are required to implement an on-farm 
biosecurity plan that may include regulating the entry of vehicles, people 
and equipment onto their farm property or into specific areas within the 
farm.  Recreational trail users should be informed of the biosecurity risks 
associated with the use of the trail and the measures they can take to help 
prevent, eliminate or minimise biosecurity risks.   

The implementation of the Tumbarumba Rosewood Rail Trail Development 
Plan will involve the design of biosecurity signs and information to inform 
trail users.  The biosecurity risks are likely to be very similar to the Wagga 
to Ladysmith trail and there should be some consistency in the messages 
being communicated on site and via access to other media sources. 

5.6.7  Stock and Farm Vehicle Crossing Points 

The recommended trail route involves using the existing rail corridor in 
some locations.  The route from Forest Hill to Ladysmith will traverse 
several properties on either side of the rail corridor.  It is important to these 
situations to ensure stock and farm vehicle access between the paddocks 
and to access existing water supply.   

The number and location of the stock and vehicle access crossings would 
need to be determined in the Works Plan.  The approved crossings should 
allow landowners to move stock and farm machinery and to access water 
supplies between paddocks.  The Works Plan will also determine whether 
the gates are to be opened by landowners or whether the trail users would 
need to open self-closing gates.  The latter option would cause less impact 
on day to day farming operations.  In some locations, the replacement of 
the rail bridges will allow continued access by stock without the need for 
gates to be installed. 

The Works Plan would also identify the need to install stock grids on the 
crossing points or alternatively across the trail if gates were not to be used 
to allow stock to move freely between paddocks and water supplies. 

The costs for installing the approved stock, farm vehicle crossings and 
watering points have been included in the capital costs for the recreation 
trail. 

5.6.8  Fencing 

Currently much of the State owned land in the railway corridor is unfenced 
where it traverses property in one land ownership.  Fences are generally in 
place where the rail corridor separates individual land ownership. 
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The recommended trail route will require some form of stockproof fencing 
to allow for functional farming operations and to provide safety for trail 
users.   

It is recommended that agricultural fences be installed on the top of the rail 
embankment rather than on the boundary of the State owned land.  This 
will ensure the safety of trail users whilst allowing the balance of the rail 
corridor land to continue to be used for farming purposes by an 
arrangement between the landowners and Crown or Wagga Wagga City 
Council (as the proposed land manager for the trail).  However, there may 
be locations where it is preferable to have the fence at the land tenure 
boundary to cater primarily for farming use interests. 

Farmers NSW indicated that the costs of fencing was a major concern for 
landowners.  The cost of the fencing materials and installation along the 
proposed trail has been included in the overall capital costs for the trail and 
not imposed on the adjoining landowners.   

5.6.9  Erosion Control  

The existing flood levee bank and rail corridor embankment provide good 
drainage with limited erosion risks.  As much of the balance of the 
recommended trail route is along flat terrain, there should be limited cost in 
diverting water from the trail surface.  In general, the trail surface should be 
crowned or sloped to ensure drainage occurs. 

Some erosion control measures on the trail route may require treatment, 
including where: 

access to, under and past the proposed underpasses is 
subject to water flow during flood conditions; 

the trail is located close to watercourses or drainage 
easements subject to flooding at times e.g. Marshalls 
Creek; 

the trail is close to the abutment of the former railway 
bridges that were spanning watercourses or low lying land; 

trees are required to be removed from the rail embankment 
to allow construction of the trail; and 

sections of the rail embankment have been eroded to the 
extent, that repair work is required. 
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5.6.10  Restoring/Replacing Rail Bridges 

The former railway timber bridges are badly damaged and will require 
restoration or replacement to allow for the recreational trail.  The main 
bridges on the proposed trail route are located within the Forest Hill to 
Ladysmith section of the trail. 

No structural engineering assessment has been undertaken of the existing 
bridges on the recommended trail route. A cost benefit assessment of the 
bridges will determine whether restoration or replacement is the best 
course of action. 

Where possible, the first preference should be to retain and repair the 
bridges so they are functional for expected levels of use.   

Repair or replacement of the bridges will be a significant capital cost.  An 
indicative cost estimate has been included based on estimates from the 
Tumbarumba Shire Council in the Tumbarumba Rosewood Rail Trail 
Development Plan and the Riverina Highlands Rail Trails Feasibility Study.  
However, these costs will need to be revised following a structural 
engineering assessment of the individual bridges. 

 

 



 

 

S E C T I O N  6   
I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  P L A N  

6 . 1   P L A N N I N G ,  D E S I G N  A N D  A P P R O V A L  P R O C E S S  

6.1.1  Legislative Approval Process 

Section 99A of the Transport Administration Act 1988 provides that a rail 
infrastructure owner may close a railway line outside of the greater 
metropolitan region only after it is authorized by an Act of Parliament. 

The development of the proposed trail will require the NSW Parliament to 
introduce and approve a Transport Administration Amendment (Closure of 
Railway Line Between Wagga Wagga and Ladysmith) Bill. 

Once approved, this will allow declaration of the rail corridor as a crown 
reserve with an approved manager appointed to oversee development of 
the trail.  Approval involves considerable administrative processes to be 
undertaken by the State Government including: 

an inventory of the rail corridor use and condition;  

an assessment of potential risks and contamination;  

a legal check of ownership and use rights; and 

instigation of appropriate procedures and responses to 
these findings. 

A similar process to that being used for the Tumbarumba to Rosewood Rail 
Trail is likely to be adopted, and is expected to take up to two years.  

6.1.2  Planning, Design and Construction Process 

This project provides a Strategic Directions and Implementation Plan for 
the proposed trail.  A number of steps will be required through the 
planning, design and construction process. 

It should be noted that the trail will require external funding assistance from 
the State and Commonwealth Governments to be built, which is similar, to 
the development many recreational trails of a similar scale throughout 
Australia.  It is not a project that can be funded by the Wagga Wagga City 
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Council given the likely capital costs and other competing projects for 
funding by Council. 

The steps include: 

endorsement of the Strategic Directions and 
Implementation Plan by the Wagga Wagga City Council; 

determination by the State Government as to the approved 
manager of the land within the rail corridor (recommended 
to be the Wagga Wagga City Council as outlined in Section 
5.2); 

approval of a Project Co-ordinator to take lead responsibility 
for the implementation of the project; 

establishing a Committee of Council involving a partnership 
arrangement with key community stakeholders to oversee 
and guide the implementation of the project; 

the preparation of an economic analysis of the proposed 
trail, in order to meet criteria requirements for 
Commonwealth and State Government funding support; 

fieldwork and on ground assessment (e.g. natural and 
cultural values, risk assessment, structural engineering 
advice, etc); 

concept design development and detailed design of 
infrastructure; 

detailed cost estimates for all trail works and infrastructure; 

development of a Works Plan that includes a Trail Policy, a 
Trail Management Plan, an Emergency Response Plan and 
a Trail Maintenance Plan; 

submissions to leverage funding and investment in the trail 
(possibly on a staged basis) which may include proposals 
for support from the Federal and State Government with in-
kind support, Wagga Wagga City Council forward budget, 
grants, donations, partnership agreements etc.; and 
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subject to funding sources, the trail would need to proceed 
through normal planning and development approval 
processes (e.g. the legal provisions of the Wagga Wagga 
Environmental Plan 2010, the planning and design 
guidelines under the Wagga Wagga Development Control 
Plan 2010) plus any other Acts triggered by the proposed 
development. 

A Project Co-ordinator would be appointed to oversee contracts issued by 
the call for tender submissions and all other work arrangements leading to 
the construction 

A Trail Monitoring Program would be implemented to assess awareness, 
user levels, users and community satisfaction, any physical or 
environmental changes and any public risk or behavioural change since 
the introduction of the new trail. 

During the above process, there will need to be ongoing community 
engagement about the project to outline progress with implementation. 

6 . 2   T R A I L  M A N A G E M E N T 	

Different management models have been used to guide the 
implementation of rail trails and recreational trails throughout Australia.  
These models have generally been based around a sole managing agency 
or partnerships involving multiple agencies or community groups. 

The role of a Committee of Management has occurred, principally in 
Victoria, where there has been an agreement for vesting the responsibility 
from a single land management agency to a Committee of Management.  
This has usually occurred where funding has been attained from a variety 
of sources, where there may be mixed land tenure and/or where there is 
capacity and willingness from a range of land managers and groups to 
share maintenance and development.  The role has traditionally taken on 
some responsibility for the approval of the trail including the preparation of 
the concept plans and business case. 

Consultations with the NSW Department of Industry (Crown Land Services) 
noted that the approved manager for the Tumbarumba Rosewood Rail 
Trail is the Snowy Valleys Council.  It was indicated that a Committee of 
Management would not be a feasible option for the implementation and 
management of the Wagga Wagga to Ladysmith Trail.  It was indicated 
that the most appropriate agency to play this role would be the Wagga 
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Wagga City Council given the resources, management and maintenance 
experience required for the trail. 

Whilst the Council would be the overall manager for the trail, it has the 
capacity to establish a Committee of Council involving a partnership 
arrangement with key community stakeholders to oversee and guide the 
implementation of the project.  This would involve representatives of key 
land managing agencies, local business, community interest groups and 
landowners.  These stakeholders would expand the with skill sets to help 
achieve a transparent and successful outcome.   

The development of a Works Plan would clearly define the roles and 
responsibilities for different tasks to be undertaken by the Wagga Wagga 
City Council, Project Co-ordinator and a Committee of Council.  

The community funding of the Strategic Directions and Implementation 
Plan is indicative of the community’s strong desire to be involved in 
facilitating a successful outcome.  

6 . 3   D E V E L O P M E N T  S T A G E S  

6.3.1  Stage 1 - Approval and Funding  

Section 6.1 outlines the steps and tasks involved with gaining legislative 
approval for the project and then the process for achieving support for the 
planning, design and construction of the trail. 

These tasks will be dependent on securing funding to allow:  

economic analysis; 

on ground assessment, concept design development and 
detailed design of infrastructure; 

detailed cost estimates for all trail works and infrastructure; 

development of a Works Plan that includes a Trail Policy, a 
Trail Management Plan, an Emergency Response Plan and 
a Trail Maintenance Plan; and 

construction of the trail. 
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6.3.2  Stage 2 – Wagga Wagga to Forest Hill Trail 

The Wagga Wagga to Forest Hill section of the proposed trail was 
identified as one of the five priorities for active travel in the Wagga Wagga 
City Council Active Travel Plan and endorsed as a core project for the City 
by Committee4Wagga. 

The consultations with the Wagga Wagga City Council, government 
agencies, regional bodies, community groups, business, tourism and the 
wider community indicated strong support for the active travel route to be 
developed.  The majority of landowners with property adjacent to the rail 
corridor between Wagga Wagga and Forest Hill also indicated support for 
the trail concept. 

The proposed trail will attract the highest level of use by a wide range of 
potential recreational users.  It is also a primary commuter route for those 
travelling to work either in the CBD or at Forest Hill (including the RAAF 
Base and Wagga Wagga airport).  It will link together the three identified 
hubs – Wagga CBD, Equex Sports Centre and Brunslea Park.  These 
three hubs have the potential to attract trail users and service their needs 
for access, parking, amenities, information and other support facilities. 

The proposed route will also create a new trail link between the Wagga 
CBD, Forest Hill and the existing network of shared trails at Lake Albert.  
This is a strong link and improves accessibility to service residential 
development in the southern part of the City and within the Lake Albert 
area.  

It is recommended that the trail should be design, constructed and 
maintained as a high quality smooth trail surface to cater for the high level 
of use and diversity of users.  It is recommended that a concrete surface 
could be installed from the Wagga Wagga Visitor Information Centre to the 
Equex Sports Centre, and then a two part hot mix surface using small 
aggregate be used to connect to Forest Hill.   

It is recommended that a shared trail from Ladysmith Park to the viewing of 
the first historic railway bridge be included in Stage 2.  This trail would be 
1.6 kms in length one way (3.2 kms return) and would have appeal for 
those looking for a relatively short recreational walk, family bike ride or run.  
It may also be a recreational trail of value to the local Ladysmith community 
and school. 
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6.3.3  Stage 3 – Forest Hill to Ladysmith Trail  

The recreation trail from Forest Hill to Ladysmith is considered to be a 
longer-term priority that would follow after completion of the Wagga Wagga 
to Forest trail was completed and operational.   

The consultations with the Wagga Wagga City Council, government 
agencies, regional bodies, community groups, business, tourism and the 
wider community indicated support for the trail to be continued to 
Ladysmith.  For some users, it was considered the more attractive trail 
experience consistent with other rail trails.   

The eight landowners with farming or rural residential property adjacent to 
the rail corridor or separated by the rail corridor beyond Smith Street (east 
of the RAAF Base) to Tumbarumba Road indicated concern or opposition 
to the recreation trail using the rail corridor.  

The assessment of various trail routes indicated that the use of the rail 
corridor is the best option in some locations to deliver the vision or guiding 
principles for the trail.  The recommended trail route using the Sturt 
Highway road reserve and using the rail corridor to Ladysmith involves 
separation of five of the landowner properties.   

The issues raised by NSW Farmers on behalf of the rural landowners are 
similar issues to those being addressed through the implementation 
process for the Tumbarumba Rosewood Rail Trail.  The successful 
implementation of a network of rail trails across Australia and in other 
countries provides sufficient insight and information to indicate that these 
issues can be managed and mitigated. 

The section of the recommended trail from Forest Hill to Ladysmith is 
expected to attract lower levels of use and limited commuting use.  It is 
recommended that the surface on this section be either a lower quality seal 
finish or a compacted gravel surface with stabilising additives.   
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6 . 4   I N D I C A T I V E  C O S T S  

An Order of Cost Estimate for the implementation of the trail and 
associated infrastructure works is provided in Attachment 3. 

The rates are indicative and considered to be within ±25% of the actual 
rate, and are based on various sources including: 

cost estimates prepared for the Tumbarumba Rosewood 
Rail Trail by the Tumbarumba Shire Council; 

cost estimates provided by the Wagga Wagga City Council; 
and 

the consultants’ experience of similar projects.  

The cost estimates are shown for implementation of Stages 1, 2 and 3 of 
the trail project.   

The indicative costs are provided in Table 6.1 and also include allowances 
for preliminaries (12%), earthworks (10%) and design contingency (10%). 
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Stage Works Order of 
Cost 
Estimate 
for 
Works 

Order of Cost 
for 
preliminaries, 
earthworks 
and 
contingency 
allowances 

Total 
Order of 
Costs  

Stage 
1 

Approval and 
Funding tasks 
(as listed in 
Attachment 3) 

$150,000 - $150,000 

Stage 
2 

Wagga Wagga to 
Forest Hill trail 
tasks (as listed in 
Attachment 3) 
including the 
proposed short 
trail from 
Ladysmith to the 
first historic rail 
bridge and 
upgrading of 
Ladysmith Park 
facilities. 

$4,934,280 
 

$1,578,968 $6,513,248 

Stage 
3 

Forest Hill to 
Ladysmith tasks 
(as listed in 
Attachment 3) 

$2,490,840 
 

797,068 3,287,908 

Total  $7,575,120  
 

$2,376,036 $9,951,156  
 

 
Table 6.1 Summary of Cost Estimates 

A number of exclusions to the rates shown apply, including: 

administrative fees and specialist fees (e.g. legal, asset 
assessment, structural engineering, risk management, 
environmental) associated with processing the tasks to 
secure funding, planning and development approval to 
construct the trail; 

the negotiation with any landowners (public and private) 
regarding access rights or purchase of any land parcels; 

alternative road crossings listed for safety review (e.g. 
Kooringal Road); 

clearing of vegetation; 

drainage works; 
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servicing infrastructure connections at the hubs; 

community engagement, communication, marketing, and 
promotion of the trail; and 

works on private land or land managed by other State 
agencies. 

6 . 5   A C T I O N  P L A N  

Table 6.2 provides an Action Plan for the implementation of the Wagga 
Wagga to Ladysmith Trail.   



 

 

Action Recommendation  Responsibility Timing 

1 Present the Strategic Directions and Implementation Plan to key stakeholders for review and 
support. 

Wagga Rail 
Trail Inc. 

2017 

2 Endorse, in principle, the adoption of the Strategic Directions and Implementation Plan and the 
recommended lead role to be taken by the Council. 

Wagga Wagga 
City Council 

2017 

3 Seek the approval of the NSW Parliament to introduce and approve a Transport Administration 
Amendment (Closure of Railway Line Between Wagga Wagga and Ladysmith) Bill. 

Wagga Wagga 
City Council 

2017 

4 Proceed with the administrative processes to allow the capacity for the development of a trail 
within sections of the rail corridor. 

NSW 
Department of 
Industry 

2017-
2019 

5 Appoint a Project Co-ordinator and Committee of Council with involvement of representatives 
from stakeholder agencies, groups and community 

Wagga Wagga 
City Council 

2017 - 
2018 

6 Undertake the: 
• economic analysis 
• on ground assessments 
• concept design development and detailed design of infrastructure 
• detailed cost estimates for all trail works and infrastructure 
• development of a Works Plan that includes a Trail Policy, a Trail Management Plan, 

an Emergency Response Plan and a Trail Maintenance Plan 

Wagga Wagga 
City Council 

2017 - 
2018 

7 Seek funding support for the implementation of the Works Plan which will require proposals for 
funding support from the Federal and State Government along with in-kind support, Wagga 
Wagga City Council forward budget, grants, donations, partnership agreements etc 

Wagga Wagga 
City Council 

2017-
2019 

 
Table 6.2 Action Plan 
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Action Recommendation  Responsibility Timing 

8 Consider the merits of promoting the trail as a recreation trail rather than a rail trail Committee of 
Council 

2020 

9 Seek necessary planning and development approval for the construction of Stage 2 Wagga 
Wagga to Forest Hill Trail 

Committee of 
Council 

2020 

10 Commence and complete implementation processes and works for Wagga Wagga to Forest 
Hill section of the trail 

Committee of 
Council 

2020-
2022 

11 Monitor and evaluate community use and satisfaction with the completion of the Wagga 
Wagga to Forest Hill Trail and proposed short recreation trail from Ladysmith 

Committee of 
Council 

2020-
2022 

12 Seek funding support for the completion of Stage 3 Forest Hill to Ladysmith section of the trail Committee of 
Council 

2017-
2022  

13 Seek necessary planning and development approval for the construction of Forest Hill to 
Ladysmith section of the trail 

Committee of 
Council 

2022 

14 Commence implementation processes and works for Forest Hill to Ladysmith section of the 
trail 

Committee of 
Council 

2022 
onwards 

15 Monitor and evaluate community use and satisfaction with the completion of the Forest Hill to 
Ladysmith section of the trail 

Committee of 
Council 

2023 
onwards 

16 Ongoing management and maintenance of the trail consistent with the Works Plan Committee of 
Council 

2020 
ongoing 

 
Table 6.2 Action Plan (continued) 
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User Groups Likely Use Likely Recreational Trail Needs 

Recreational 
walkers 

Recreational 
walking attracts 
the highest level 
of participation 
across all age 
groups and 
gender.  High 
use levels are 
expected within 
the urban areas 
including 
locations close to 
work places and 
residences.   

• Comfortable and relatively level trail 
surface (can be a mix of trail 
surfaces) that is accessible in all 
weather 

• Ideally >2m width to allow shared use 
and passing 

• Safe road crossing points  

• Location and buffer from traffic noises 
(where possible) 

• Opportunity to have choice of using a 
trail separated from bikes (where 
possible) 

• Directional, safety and distance 
signage 

• Features of interest accessible or 
observed from the trail 

• Toilets (desirable) at major entry 
points onto the trail 

• Lighting (desirable) in badly lit areas 
and high use areas (e.g. Lake Albert) 

• Car parking at major entry points to 
the trail 

Runners/joggers Trails attract 
people for 
running, jogging 
and general 
fitness training.  
Trail distances 
will vary 
depending on the 
purpose and 
fitness of the 
user.  Some 
users will live 
close to the trail 
and others will 
seek starting 
points with car 
parking.   

• Relatively level trail surface that is 
accessible in all weather 

• Runners/joggers often indicate a 
preference for soft or gravel surfaces 
rather than harder trail surfaces but 
can use all surfaces 

• Ideally >2m width to allow shared use 
and passing 

• Safe road crossing points 

• Staged distance routes/circuits and 
links 

• Opportunity to have choice of using a 
trail separated from bikes (where 
possible) 

• Directional, safety and distance 
signage 

• Lighting (desirable) in badly lit areas 
and high use areas (e.g. Lake Albert) 

• Car parking at major entry points to 
the trail 

 
  



 

 

User Groups Likely Use Likely Recreational Trail Needs 

Casual/leisure 
bike riders 

Occasional ride for 
fun or fitness.  These 
uses include families 
and casual or social 
riders.  Parts of the 
trail may also cater 
for learn to ride 
users.  

• Comfortable and relatively level trail 
surface 

• Ideally >2m width to allow shared 
use and passing 

• Safe road crossing points  

• Directional, safety and distance 
signage 

• Features of interest accessible or 
observed from the trail 

• Toilets (desirable) at major entry 
points onto the trail 

• Lighting (desirable) in badly lit 
areas and high use areas (e.g. Lake 
Albert) 

• Car parking at major entry points to 
the trail  

Recreational 
bike riders 

Ride a bike on a regular 
basis either for fitness, may 
commute to work, or just for 
fun. Enjoy an active lifestyle 
with an occasional physical 
challenge. 

• Good quality trail surface that is 
accessible in all weather 

• Ideally >2m width to allow shared 
use and passing 

• Safe road crossing points 

• Directional, safety and distance 
signage 

• Longer trail options to attract 
interest in use 

• Toilets (desirable) at the major entry 
points onto the trail 

• Car parking at major entry points to 
the trail 

Active bike 
riders 

Ride a bike regularly on a 
weekly basis usually for 
fitness and comfortable 
with rides of 1-2 hours or 
more at a relatively strong 
pace. May ride with 
organized groups/friends 
on a regular basis. 

• High quality trail surface that is 
accessible in all weather and can 
cater for more technical bikes and 
higher speeds 

• Ideally >2m width to allow shared 
use and passing 

• Sufficient trail distance and options 
to support longer distance rides  

• Safe road crossing points 

• Directional, safety and distance 
signage 

• Toilets (desirable) at the major entry 
points onto the trail 

• Lighting (desirable) in badly lit 
areas and high use areas (e.g. Lake 
Albert) 

• Car parking at major entry points to 
the trail 

  



 

 

 

User Groups Likely Use Likely Recreational Trail Needs 

Commuter bike 
riders 

Seek active transport 
option to get to and 
from work place with 
fitness and health 
benefits.  Want 
convenient and safe 
links that allow for 
efficient travel. 

• High quality trail surface that is 
accessible in all weather 

• Relatively direct/convenient links 
between residences and work place 
destinations  

• Ideally >2m width to allow shared 
use and passing 

• Safe road crossing points 

• Directional, safety and distance 
signage 

• End-of-trip facilities at workplaces 

• Access to bike repair services 
(where possible) 

Mountain bike 
riders 

Generally seeking 
active and 
challenging 
experiences with 
varying terrain or 
features.  May use a 
recreational trail to 
access destinations 
where these 
experiences are 
available. 

• Basic trail surfaces that are 
designed and constructed to deliver 
mountain bike riding experiences 

• Links to mountain bike riding 
locations 

• Directional, safety and distance 
signage 

• Safe road crossing points  

School children Safe trail links to 
schools and sporting 
facilities to support 
greater walking and 
bike use by school 
children.  Distance 
travelled proportional 
to the age and 
experience of riders.  
Trails may also be 
used for orienteering, 
cross country running 
and other training 
activities. 

• High to moderate quality trail 
surface for ease of riding that is 
accessible in all weather 

• Ideally >2m width to allow shared 
use and passing 

• Safe road crossing points 

• Directional, safety and distance 
signage 

• Relatively direct/convenient links 
between residences, schools and 
sports facilities 

• Safety barriers/fencing in some 
locations to reduce risks 

• End of trip facilities at schools 

  



 

 

User 
Groups 

Likely Use Likely Recreational Trail Needs 

People with 
disabilities 

Trails could be used 
for recreational 
walking, running and 
bike riding if designed 
with consideration for 
disabilities access.   

• Comfortable and relatively level trail 
surface (can be a mix of trail surfaces) 
that is accessible in all weather 

• 1:20 (all abilities access) gradient where 
practical 

• Ideally >2m width to allow shared use 
and passing 

• Safe road crossing points  

• Location and buffer from traffic noises 
(where possible) 

• Opportunity to have choice of using a 
trail separated from bikes (where 
possible) 

• Directional, safety and distance signage 

• Well-designed access and egress points 

• Features of interest accessible or 
observed from the trail 

• Toilets (desirable) at the major entry 
points onto the trail 

• Lighting (desirable) in badly lit areas 
and high use areas (e.g. Lake Albert) 

• Car parking at major entry points to the 
trail 

Dog walkers Urban recreational 
trails are often shared 
trails that allow for 
walking of dogs on 
leashes.  Biosecurity 
issues need to be 
addressed where 
trails traverse farming 
properties. Prohibiting 
of dog walking in 
areas with farm stock 
may be an option. 

 

 

• Can use a range of trail surfaces but 
typically a preference for some softer 
surfaces 

• Range of trail length or circuit options 
including links to other trails or open 
space areas (including any off-leash 
areas) 

• Ideally >2m width to allow shared use 
and passing 

• Safe road crossing points 

• Opportunity to have choice of using a 
trail separated from bikes (where 
possible) 

• Directional, safety and distance signage 

• Clear signage about dog walking e.g. on 
leash, prohibited, etc. 

• Dog waste disposal dispensers and bins 
at key trail entry points  

• Toilets (desirable) at major entry points 
onto the trail 

• Lighting (desirable) in badly lit areas 
and high use areas (e.g. Lake Albert) 

• Car parking at major entry points to the 
trail 

 
 



 

 

 

 
User Groups Likely Use Likely Recreational Trail Needs 

Rollerbladers/ 
skaters 

Trail is more likely to 
be used by 
rollerskaters for 
training, fitness and 
fun.  Skaters may use 
trails (if surfaces suit) 
to reach other facilities 
such as schools, 
shopping centres and 
sports facilities.  

• Hard surface such as concrete or sealed 
asphalt that is smooth, level and even 

• Ideally >2m width to allow shared use and 
passing 

• Safe road crossing points 

• Directional, safety and distance signage 

• Toilets (desirable) at major entry points 

• Lighting (desirable) in badly lit areas and 
high use areas (e.g. Lake Albert) 

• Car parking at major entry points 

Visitors The visitor market may 
include many of the 
trail use types listed 
above.  There will be 
visitors who are 
attracted to short 
walks where there are 
natural and cultural 
features of interest 
along the trail.  There 
will be some visitors 
with bikes or willing to 
hire bikes to 
experience the trail.   

• Comfortable and relatively level trail surface 
(can be a mix of trail surfaces) that is 
accessible in all weather 

• Ideally >2m width to allow shared use and 
passing 

• Safe road crossing points  

• Location and buffer from traffic noises (where 
possible) 

• Opportunity to have choice of using a trail 
separated from bikes (where possible) 

• Directional, safety and distance signage 

• Maps and downloading of apps information 

• Features of interest accessible or observed 
from the trail 

• Interpretation of natural and cultural features 

• Capacity to hire bikes  

• Toilets (desirable) at major entry points  

• Lighting (desirable) in badly lit areas and 
high use areas (e.g. Lake Albert) 

• Car parking at major entry points 

Trail based 
events 

The opportunity exists 
for trails to be utilised 
for events such as 
marathons, fun runs, 
fundraising walks etc. 

• Relatively level trail surface that is 
accessible in all weather 

• Ideally >2m width to allow shared use and 
passing 

• Safe road crossing points 

• Staged distance routes/circuits and links 

• Opportunity to have choice of using a trail 
separated from bikes (where possible) 

• Directional, safety and distance signage 

• Toilets (desirable) at the major entry points 

• Lighting (desirable) in badly lit areas and 
high use areas (e.g. Lake Albert) 

• Car parking at major entry points 

• Connectivity to large public open spaces to 
support event gathering 
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There is a comprehensive body of research undertaken to support the 
benefits of recreation trails.  The Attachment provides a summary of the 
identified benefits including information drawn from NSW Roads and 
Maritime (http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roads/bicycles/benefits.html).   

These have been summarised as: 

health benefits; 

social and community benefits; 

transport benefits; 

environmental benefits; and 

tourism and economic benefits. 

Health Benefits 

Health benefits include improved fitness, health and wellbeing for trail users.  
Studies have shown that 30 minutes of moderate intensity physical activity can 
help to achieve and maintain a healthy weight.  The use of trails is a 
convenient and practical way to incorporate regular exercise into a day. 

With increasing attention given to obesity and the need to increase rates of 
physical activity, planners are recognising the need for safe and accessible 
environments, such as trails to encourage physical activity and to help improve 
the health and fitness of local communities18.  

Social and Community Benefits 

Social and community benefits of walking, running or cycling on trails include: 

accessible and cheap transport option; 

mobility for young people and those unable to access a car 
or public transport; 

shared cycling and pedestrian facilities also create benefits 
for pedestrians and people with disabilities by providing an 
increased network of paths and improved road crossings; 

                                                
18 See Gebel, K, King, L, Bauman, A, Vita, P, Gill, T, Rigby, A and Capon, A (2005) Creating Healthy 
Environments: a review of links between the physical environment, physical activity and obesity, NSW Health 
Department and NSW Centre for Overweight and Obesity and National Heart Foundation 2004. Healthy by 
Design: a planner’s guide to environments 



 

 

improved safety and reduced crime through an increased 
physical presence; 

stronger sense of community and community pride through 
social interaction amongst users; 

safe and controlled environments for the aged, children and 
the inexperienced to be physically active; and  

community amenity through the creation of open space and 
pleasing living environments. 

Transport Benefits 

The transport benefits of recreational trail use include: 

reduced traffic and parking congestion when cycling or 
walking is used as a form of transport; 

reduced overall expenditure on car maintenance, fuel and 
parking - the cost of buying and maintaining a bike is 
around 1% of the cost of buying and maintaining a car and 
cycling 10 km each way to work each day will save about 
$1700 per year in transport costs;  

bikes and cycling facilities can extend the catchments of 
existing public transport services - on average, 10 times 
more households are within cycling distance of public 
transport than are within walking distance; 

it can be quicker, more direct and more convenient to ride a 
bicycle for trips of up to 5 kilometres than any other form of 
transport, even for relatively slow or inexperienced riders; 

more efficient land use than other forms of transport;  

the majority of car trips to school are within walking distance 
- cycling or walking these trips significantly reduces 
congestion around schools and improves safety for 
children; 

allowing existing infrastructure to be retrofitted to enable the 
development of alternative transport routes, resulting in cost 
effective multiple transport options; and 



 

 

 

decreased wear on roads, and the overall spend required 
for maintenance and repairs. 

Environmental Benefits 

The environmental benefits of recreational trail use include: 

reduced energy consumption and dependency on non-
renewable fuel sources in comparison to car use; 

reduced air pollution and noise pollution through lower 
motor vehicle use - transport currently accounts for 14 per 
cent of all greenhouse gas emissions in NSW and the 
conversion from car trips to cycling trips will help minimise 
the environmental footprint and improve air quality (e.g. 
cycling 10 km each way to work would save 1500 kg of 
greenhouse gas emissions each year); 

greater awareness and appreciation of the natural 
environment by users; and 

enhancement of the conservation of the natural 
environment through better management practices on and 
around trails.   

Tourism and Economic Benefits 

The tourism and economic benefits of recreational trails include: 

health benefits resulting in a lower financial burden on the 
health care system; 

people who regularly use trails are more productive at work 
and have less sick days; 

greater spend by trail users at local businesses including 
purchase and repair of equipment, food and 
accommodation; 

trails can encourage visitors to stay longer and, in turn, 
spend more money locally; and 

the opportunity to organise trail based events and 
competitions. 





 

 

A T T A C H M E N T  3  
I N D I C A T I V E  C O S T  E S T I M A T E S  

 





Item Amount/Width Unit Unit $ Sub-total

Stage 1
This does not include administrative and legal costs to achieve legislative approval for the 
recreational use of the rail corridor or project management costs for the Wagga Wagga City 
Council to seek funding and implement the trail.

Economic analysis 20,000.00$  
On-ground assessment, structural engineering advice, concept design and detailed design of trail 
infrastructure 60,000.00$  
Quantity Surveyor cost estimates 10,000.00$  
Works Plan that includes a Trail Policy, a Trail Management Plan, an Emergency Response Plan 
and a Trail Maintenance Plan 60,000.00$  

Total - Above Works (excludes GST) 150,000.00$                    

Stage 2 Wagga Wagga to Forest Hill

Wagga Wagga Visitor Information Centre Hub to Equex Sports Centre Hub
Post mounted bike service station 1 1 1,200.00$    1,200.00$                        
Bike wash station 1 1 2,640.00$    2,640.00$                        
Bike racks 1 1 500.00$       500.00$                           
Trailhead Sign 1 1 500.00$       500.00$                           
Interpretation research and sign 1 1 5,000.00$    5,000.00$                        
Trail materials and construction to Hammond Street  3 1602 90.00$         432,540.00$                    
Hammond Street underpass trail and structural work 2.5 30 200.00$       15,000.00$                      
Safety signs 2 1 450.00$       900.00$                           
Trail materials and construction to Kooringal Road 3 504 90.00$         136,080.00$                    
Kooringal Road underpass trail and structural work 2.5 20 200.00$       10,000.00$                      
Safety signs 2 1 450.00$       900.00$                           
Trail materials and construction to Copland Street underpass 3 400 90.00$         108,000.00$                    
Copland Street underpass trail and structural work 2.5 25 200.00$       12,500.00$                      
Safety signs 2 1 450.00$       900.00$                           
Trail materials and construction to Equex Sports Centre Hub 3 393 90.00$         106,110.00$                    
Fencing along trail from Kooringal Road to Copland Street 2 400 15.00$         12,000.00$                      

All costs with the facilities in the Equex Sports Centre Hub (e.g. amenities, parking, signage) to 
be included in the proposed costs for upgrading of the sportsgrounds and facilities in the overall 
master plan to be prepared by Council.

Equex Sports Centre Hub to RAAF Base at Forest Hill
Post mounted bike service station 1 1 1,200.00$    1,200.00$                        
Bike wash station 1 1 2,640.00$    2,640.00$                        
Bike racks 1 1 500.00$       500.00$                           
Trailhead sign 1 1 5,000.00$    5,000.00$                        
Trail materials and construction to Railway connection (near Baker's Lane) to include raising sub-
base (0.5m from existing N.G.L.) above minor flood levels 3 2519 140.00$       1,057,980.00$                 
Trail materials and construction from Railway corridor connection to Bakers Lane 3 800 70.00$         168,000.00$                    
Trail materials and construction to create link back to Kooringal Road and connection to the 
Christian College 3 2981 90.00$         804,870.00$                    
Fencing along trail from Equex Sports Centre to Baker's Lane 2 3319 15.00$         99,570.00$                      
Stock and farm vehicle crossing 1 1 7,800.00$    7,800.00$                        
Safety signs on trail either side of Baker's Lane crossing point 2 1 450.00$       900.00$                           
Chicane on trail either side of Baker's Lane crossing point 2 1 2,000.00$    4,000.00$                        
Pre-warning signs on Baker's Lane 2 1 450.00$       900.00$                           
Trail materials and construction from Baker's Lane to Elizabeth Avenue 3 4216 70.00$         885,360.00$                    
Fencing along trail from Baker's Lane to Elizabeth Avenue 2 4216 15.00$         126,480.00$                    
Trail materials and construction from Brunslea Park turn off to Elizabeth Avenue 3 1630 70.00$         342,300.00$                    
Directional signs at link to Governors Hill 1 1 400.00$       400.00$                           
Directional signs at link to Brunslea Park 1 1 400.00$       400.00$                           
Chicane at Elizabeth Avenue crossing point 2 1 2,000.00$    4,000.00$                        
Trailhead sign at Elizabeth Avenue 1 1 5,000.00$    5,000.00$                        
Cattle Trough (3.3m x .7m wide x .5m high)  Suitable fro 20 to 100 head. Inc. Float Valve 1 1 1,000.00$    1,000.00$                        
Trail materials and construction from Elizabeth Avenue (via Brunslea Park) to RAAF Base 3 1233 70.00$         258,930.00$                    

The costs for the trail to connect via Brunslea Park to Elizabeth Avenue have been included 
above.  The Council could consider directing development contributions towards the cost of 
constructing the trail.  No costs have been included for the provision of the Brunslea Village hub 
facilities.

Total - Above Works 4,622,000.00$                
plus
Preliminaries 12% 554,640.00$                    
Earthworks 10% 462,200.00$                    
Design contingency 10% 462,200.00$                    
Sub-total preparation, preliminaries, contingencies 1,479,040.00$                 

Wagga Wagga to Ladysmith Recreation Trail  (-/+25%)



Total all works, preparation, preliminaries, contingencies (excludes GST) 6,101,040.00$                 

Stage 3 Forest Hill to Ladysmith
Post mounted bike service station 1 1 1,200.00$    1,200.00$                        
Bike wash station 1 1 2,640.00$    2,640.00$                        
Bike racks 1 1 500.00$       500.00$                           
Trailhead sign at RAAF Base 1 1 5,000.00$    5,000.00$                        
Trail materials and construction to extent shown along Sturt Highway 2.5 2808 70.00$         491,400.00$                    
Trailhead sign to connect to rail corridor 1 1 500.00$       5,000.00$                        
Trail materials and construction to Tumbarumba Road 2.5 5286 70.00$         925,050.00$                    
Fencing to Tumbarumba Road 2 5286 15.00$         158,580.00$                    
Multiple stock and farm vehicle crossings 10 1 7,800.00$    78,000.00$                      
Repair/replace historic bridges (Bridge 3 - based upon Transplan 2004 Feasibility Study) 1 3.034 12,500.00$  37,925.00$                      
Repair/replace historic bridges (Bridge 4 - based upon Transplan 2004 Feasibility Study) 1 21.95 12,500.00$  274,312.50$                    
Repair/replace historic bridges (Bridge 5 - based upon Transplan 2004 Feasibility Study) 1 45.11 12,500.00$  563,862.50$                    
Interpretation sign at historic bridges 3 1 1,500.00$    4,500.00$                        
Chicanes on either side of Tumabrumba Road 2 1 2,000.00$    4,000.00$                        
Safety signs on trail either side of Tumbarumba Road 2 1 450.00$       900.00$                           
Pre-warnings signs on Tumbarumba Road 2 1 450.00$       900.00$                           
Insert culvert and fill over 1 1 1,500.00$    1,500.00$                        
Trail materials and construction to Ladysmith (opposite shop) 2.5 818 70.00$         143,150.00$                    
Trail materials and construction to Ladysmith Park 2.5 84 70.00$         14,700.00$                      
Trailhead sign in Ladysmith Park 1 1 5,000.00$    5,000.00$                        
Allowance for upgrading of Ladysmith Park and facilities 1 1 75,000.00$  75,000.00$                      
Cattle Trough (3.3m x .7m wide x .5m high)  Suitable fro 20 to 100 head. Inc. Float Valve 10 1 1,000.00$    10,000.00$                      

Total - Above Works 2,803,120.00$                 
plus
Preliminaries 12% 336,374.40$                    
Earthworks 10% 280,312.00$                    
Design contingency 10% 280,312.00$                    
Sub-total preparation, preliminaries, contingencies 896,998.40$                    

Total all works, preparation, preliminaries, contingencies (excludes GST) 3,700,118.40$                 

TOTAL TRAIL BUDGET (all works lsited above and excludes GST) 9,951,158.40$           




